The First Baptist Church at Worship

Palm Sunday
April 17, 2011                                                                                        10:30 AM

A guide to your meditation as you listen to the prelude and

prepare your minds and hearts for worship.
Startle us, O God, with the story of what happened this day:
a king coming in humility and vulnerability and peace.
Startle us with the audacity of a religion based on that peace.
Startle us with a love that comes all the way down to our city,
our lives, and bids us follow. Amen.
The Gathering

THE PRELUDE

R. Alan Kimbrough, Organist
(We gather for personal and corporate reflection and prayer.)

“Jesus meets his mother” and “Jesus comforts the women of Jerusalem”

from The Way of the Cross – Marcel Dupré
In Praise to the Lord

CHORAL INTROIT

Chancel Choir
Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days - #169
*LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN
#175  All Glory, Laud, and Honor

ST. THEODULPH
Imprisoned during a period of political intrigue after the death of Charlemagne, Theodulph of Orleans wrote our opening hymn with seventy eight verses.  The first three verses survived into one of our most beloved Palm Sunday hymns.

*INVITATION TO SILENT CONFESSION
Rev. Jim Earnest
(Offer personal prayer of confession in these moments of silence.)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

King of Glory,
You came to the world as a light shining in the darkness.

Lord, we confess that our hearts are dark,
and that we have not loved the light.
Though we know Jesus is our King,
we revolt and rebel just as Israel did long ago.
We have surrendered to the enemy
by our secret and our known sins.
For our treason you died, Lord Jesus.
For our restoration, you rose again.
Draw us closer to you in this holy week,
that our eyes may catch the vision of your tears,
and our hearts, the wonder of your grace.

By the Holy Spirit’s leading,
let us be loyal and loving servants of the King.
We ask for this in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.                                                                     (Opensourcebook.com)
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

Glory to God.  Amen.
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
#183 v.1  In the Cross of Christ

RATHBUN, alt.
In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time:

all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.

*WELCOME & PASSING OF PEACE
Rev. Tim Forbess
(Please register your attendance by filling out a YELLOW CARD

from the pew rack and placing it in the offering bag this morning.)
We are invited to greet our nearest neighbors, extend our hand,
and greet one another in the name of Christ.

(Please be seated.)
Reading & Proclaiming God’s Word

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Andy Black
Isaiah 50:4-9a: The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God!

NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLE LESSON
Andy Black
Philippians 2:5-11: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM
Chancel Choir
Hosanna and Hallelujah 
 C. Ovokaitys/K.Thompson

*THE GOSPEL LESSON
Rev. C. Roland Marcus
Leader:
The Gospel of the Lord according to Matthew.
People:
Praise be to you, O Christ.

Matthew 21:1-11: When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, "Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."
Leader:
The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Glory be to you, O Lord.
*A MOMENT OF REMEMBRANCE

Ruth Howell

November 22, 1915 – April 10, 2011
*FELLOWSHIP HYMN
#165  Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne


MARGARET
With a father who was a well known pastor and a great aunt Charlotte who authored “Just As I Am”; Emily Elliott possessed a proper pedigree for her life’s work.  She wrote our fellowship hymn, chronicling Jesus’ life for children.  First published in the United States in 1871, this hymn has become well known and is popular today.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Amy Radachi
(Children in preK-grade 4 will be led downstairs for Sunday School. Younger

Children preK-K will go to Room #4 and older children grades 1-4 will go to

Room #3B. Parents should pick up their children after worship service.)

CALL TO PRAYER

#388  Rain Down


RAIN DOWN
Rain down, rain down, rain down Your love on Your people.

Rain down, rain down, rain down Your love, God of life.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Jason Alspaugh
THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE SERMON

Dr. Rodney Kennedy
“Sustainability”
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Candidate:  Dorian Glover

Introduction

Rev. Marcus
Declaration of Faith

Dr. Kennedy
Baptism

Welcome

Rev. Marcus
Pastor:

Dorian Glover has risen from the waters of baptism to newness of life.

He has become one with the witnesses of God from all times and places.

Through baptism, God promises him the gift of the Holy Spirit to nurture him all the days of his life.

Let us add our blessing and pledge our love as we welcome him into this living community of faith.

Congregation:


We rejoice in God’s empowering love, freely given to each

and all.


We welcome you, newly baptized, into the circle of love in

Christ’s church.


We praise God for the gifts of ministry that you bring to this

community.

We promise to pray for you, to seek the depths of faith with you, to support you, and to love you.

We covenant with you to love God with all our hearts, minds, souls and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves.

Pastor:

Amen and amen.

The Response of God’s People

THE OFFERTORY

R. Alan Kimbrough
“O sacred head” 
 Jean Langlais
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE
#665 v.1  Because I Have Been Given Much
SEMINARY
Because I have been given much, I, too, must give;

because of Thy great bounty, Lord, each day I live,

I shall divide my gifts from Thee with every person that I see

who has the need of help from me.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Andy Black
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

(Persons wishing to join First Baptist Church are invited to come forward while the organist plays the first verse of the recessional hymn. You may join First Baptist Church by confession of faith, transfer of letter, or statement of faith. The pastor will greet you as you come forward this morning.)

*RECESSIONAL HYMN
#176 With Waving Palms & Shouts of Praise
FOREST GREEN
Lyricist Jan McGuire wrote a new Palm Sunday hymn in 2008.  Set to the well known English folk song FOREST GREEN her paraphrase of the Gospel of John sends us forth to Holy week with a spirit of praise.

*BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Rev. Tim Forbess
*CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION
#512  We Go In Peace

EDWARDS
We go in peace, we go in love, we go with grace and mercy
from the Lord above to tell the world this very thing: that
Jesus Christ is Lord and King, Jesus Christ is Lord and King!

*POSTLUDE
Debbie Lindley, Pianist
I Sing the Mighty Power of God 
 arr. By Tracey Cooper
From Gesangbuch der Herzogl
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At the close of today’s service, the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in the Chapel, located in the Beaver Wing. Immediately following the Lord’s Supper, a Service of Healing will be held in the Chapel. The service consists of prayers for healing and wholeness, with anointing and laying on of hands.  All are invited.
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Worship Notes

“Despite our earnest efforts, we couldn’t climb all the way up to God. So what does God do? In an amazing act of condescension, on Good Friday, God climbs down to us, becomes one with us. The story of divine condescension begins on Christmas and ends on Good Friday. We thought, if there is to be business between us and God, we must somehow get up to God. Then God came down to the level of the cross, all the way down to the depths of hell. God still stoops in your life and mine. Condescends.” (William Willimon, Thank God It's Friday). The Gospel has a downward direction. In Philippians we read, Jesus "emptied himself." In Ephesians we read that Jesus descended to the lower parts of the earth. This downward direction has always been tough on upwardly mobile folks like us.
Prayer for the Armed Forces

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace, strengthen them in their trials and temptations, give them courage to face the perils which beset them, and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The flowers today are given “In celebration of our wonderful 
memories of John Cunningham on this his birthday.”

--from Pat, his children and grandchildren
The other beautiful arrangements are being shared with the

congregation today from Ruth Howell’s memorial service.

(Please see insert for announcements.)
First Baptist Church of Dayton

Palm Sunday
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“The Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem”
by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld, 1851-1860
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