The First Baptist Church at Worship

Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany
January 30, 2011                                                                                   10:30 AM

If a human life is understood as a progress through harms and dangers, moral and physical, which someone may encounter and overcome in better and worse ways and with a greater or lesser measure of success, the virtues will find their place as those qualities the possession and exercise of which generally tend to success in this enterprise and the vices likewise as qualities which likewise tend to failure.
Alasdair MacIntyre

The Gathering

THE PRELUDE

R. Alan Kimbrough, Organist
(We gather for personal and corporate reflection and prayer.)

Meditation on “Brother James’s Air” 
 Harold Darke
Andantino 
 Harold Darke
Chorale Prelude on “St. Peter” 
 Harold Darke

In Praise to the Lord

CHORAL INTROIT

Chancel Choir
Arise, Your Light Is Come 
 Festal Song
*LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN
#603  O How Blest Are the Poor in Spirit


BEATITUDES
Richard Avery and Donald Marsh began their collaborations on creative worship at the First Presbyterian Church of Port Jervis, New Jersey forty years ago. In 1979 they penned this paraphrase of Mathew 5:1-12 to remind us of Christ’s lessons on attaining God’s Kingdom. As this is a new hymn, Alan and Debbie will play the entire hymn for an introduction. Have no fear, this is an easy hymn to sing.

*OPENING PRAYER
Rev. Jason Alspaugh
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
#317 v.1  All People That on Earth…
All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;

him serve with joy, his praise forth tell,
come ye before him and rejoice.

*WELCOME & PASSING OF PEACE
Dr. Rodney Kennedy
(Please register your attendance by filling out a YELLOW CARD

from the pew rack and placing it in the offering bag this morning.)
We are invited to greet our nearest neighbors, extend our hand,
and greet one another in the name of Christ.

(Please be seated.)
Reading & Proclaiming God’s Word

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Rev. Jason Alspaugh
Micah 6:1-8: Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. "O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD."
"With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God!

THE RESPONSIVE PSALTER
Rev. C. Roland Marcus, leader
Psalm 15
[MUSICAL RESPONSE]
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Leader:
O LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?
People:
Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth from their heart;
Leader:
who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends, nor take up a reproach against their neighbors;
People:
in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear the LORD; who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
ALL:
who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be moved.   [MUSICAL RESPONSE]
ANTHEM

Chancel Choir

Blessed Are They 
 Lee Dengler
*THE GOSPEL LESSON
Alex Mikesell
Leader:
The Gospel of the Lord according to Matthew.
People:
Praise be to you, O Christ.

Matthew 5:1-12: When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
"Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.
"Blessed are the merciful,

for they will receive mercy.
"Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.
"Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called children of God.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Leader:
The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Glory be to you, O Lord.
*MOMENT OF REMEMBRANCE

Paul Shroyer

April 27, 1929 – January 14, 2011

*FELLOWSHIP HYMN
#224  Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know


HENDON
If I could just have that hot sports roadster, I would really be happy. If I could just get that great job, I would really be happy. This “happiness” list could be endless and meaningless. Johann Schwedler understood this. In 1741 he penned this hymn to remind Christians of that which truly brings happiness.

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Ray Landis
(Children in preK-grade 4 will be led downstairs for Sunday School. Younger

Children preK-K will go to Room #4 and older children grades 1-4 will go to

Room #3B. Parents should pick up their children after worship service.)

CALL TO PRAYER

#452  Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face;

and the things of earth will grow strangely dim

in the light of his glory and grace.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Jim Earnest
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts & Debtors)
THE SERMON

Dr. Rodney Kennedy
“How to Be Blessed”
The Response of God’s People

THE OFFERTORY

R. Alan Kimbrough
“Abide, O Dearest Jesus” 
 Sigfrid Karg-Elert
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE
#649 v.1  We Give Thee but Thine Own
We give thee but thine own,
what-e’er the gift may be:
All that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Alex Mikesell
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

(Persons wishing to join First Baptist Church are invited to come forward while the organist plays the first verse of the recessional hymn. You may join First Baptist Church by confession of faith, transfer of letter, or statement of faith. The pastor will greet you as you come forward this morning.)

*RECESSIONAL HYMN
#648  O Jesus, I Have Promised
ANGEL’S STORY
John Bode, an Anglican pastor, wrote this hymn in 1866 for the confirmation service for his daughter and two sons. As we go from this place remember this hymn and remember your promises, taking comfort in not having to fear the battles with Jesus at your side.

*BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Dr. Rodney Kennedy
*CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION
#840 v.1  God Be with You


GOD BE WITH YOU
God be with you till we meet again, 
by his counsels guide, uphold you,
With his sheep securely fold you;
God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE
R. Alan Kimbrough
“Now Thank We All Our God” 
 Sigfrid Karg-Elert
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Worship Notes

Today is the 4th Sunday after the Epiphany and the liturgical color is green. In the Sermon on the Mount, we see the church performing at her best. Jesus names as “blessed” those who are part of his faithful, witnessing community—those who are poor in spirit, those who mourn, meek, those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, pure in heart, peacemakers, and those who suffer persecution. Here we discover how a community of faith is different from the world. Contrast the beatitudes of Jesus with the beatitudes of the world: Happy are the pushers; for they get what they want. Happy are the hard-boiled: for they never let life hurt them. Happy are the complainers: for they get their own way in the end. Happy are the slave-drivers: for they get bottom line results. Happy are the trouble-makers: for people have to take notice of them. Have are the successful: they get all the trophies.
Prayer for the Armed Forces

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace, strengthen them in their trials and temptations, give them courage to face the perils which beset them, and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Welcome to All

· Before Worship: Children arriving with parents or grandparents at the 9:00 Sunday School hour may go downstairs to Room 3 for activities.  A reminder to parents and grandparents: please pick up your children no later than 10:15 to give everyone enough time to prepare for worship.

· Visiting the church today? Here’s an invitation! Please join the congregation for Coffee Fellowship immediately after the service. We hope you’ll stop by the Visitor’s Table, say hello, and meet a few members of First Baptist Church.

· If you are visiting, please register your attendance on a yellow information card and fill in any needs or concerns you might have. Members are also asked to sign the information card. Prayer concerns or event registrations may be marked on these cards.

· Childcare for infants through two years of age is available during worship and church school and is located in the West hallway. For your peace of mind, our nursery is equipped with a call-system that allows nursery caregivers to page our ushers should there be a need to contact the parents of an infant or toddler.

· All children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Message. Following the message the children will be led downstairs for Sunday School. Young children (preK–K) will go to Room #4 and children (grades 1-4) will go to Room #3B. Parents should pick up their children after worship service. If you have questions or comments, please speak with Rev. Jason Alspaugh.

Prayers of the People

	Julie Bellar
	Bill Harrell
	Dawn Smelser

	Charles Blake
	Grace Hobart
	Marion Stoner

	Estie Clark
	Ruth Howell
	Peter Thomson

	Andy Collier
	Delana Jackson
	Nickie Van Hoose

	Lisa Collier
	Joyce Johnson
	Max Vondruska

	Jack Coggins
	Jennifer Loxley
	Evelyn Weaver

	Rector Davis
	Patty Loxley
	Don Williams

	Mary Ellen Detty
	Claude Malone
	

	Florida Dixon
	Giovanna McQuillen
	Military Duty:

	Sarah Duvall
	Marilyn Sue Miller
	

	Warly Duvall
	Robert Paloncy
	Jeffrey Kennedy

	Bruce Dyer
	Phyllis Pfersich
	Derrick McClain

	Darris Forgy
	Cliff Rhodes
	Bryan Venys

	Carrie Louese Ganger
	Don Rosenbeck
	Chris West

	Jane Halliday
	Dawn Shirley
	Andy Wilson


First Baptist Church of Dayton

4th Sunday After the Epiphany
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“The Sermon on the Mount”

by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld, 1886-96
Our Mission Statement:

To celebrate God's love as a community of believers

in Jesus Christ through worship, education,

fellowship, and outreach to others.

Dr. Rodney Wallace Kennedy, Lead Pastor
Rev. Jason Alspaugh, Associate Pastor Children & Youth

Rev. C. Roland Marcus, Associate Pastor
Rev. James Earnest, Assistant Pastor of Visitation
Rev. C. Donald Thrash, Assistant Pastor of Visitation
Ray Landis, Music Director
Gregory Land, Organist

R. Alan Kimbrough, Organist

Debbie Lindley, Pianist

Linda Mullins, Financial Secretary

Linda Blair, Church Secretary

Jerry Cook, Custodian

111 W. Monument Avenue

Dayton OH  45402

937-222-4691

Fax: 937-222-0649

fbc@fbcdayton.org

www.fbcdayton.org[image: image5.wmf]
At the close of today’s service, the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in the Chapel, located in the Beaver Wing. Immediately following the Lord’s Supper, a Service of Healing will be held in the Chapel. The service consists of prayers for healing and wholeness, with anointing and laying on of hands.  All are invited.








