The First Baptist Church at Worship

15th Sunday after Pentecost
Communion Sunday
September 5, 2010                                                                               10:30 AM

Welcome to First Baptist Church

Holy Spirit
Giving life to all life,
Moving all creatures,
Root of all things,
Washing them clean,
Wiping out their mistakes,
Healing their wounds,
You make our true life,
Luminous, wonderful,
Awakening the heart
From its ancient sleep.
~ Hildegarde of Bingen
The Gathering

THE PRELUDE

R. Alan Kimbrough, Organist
(We gather for personal and corporate reflection and prayer.)

Six Meditations on English Hymn Tunes 
 Charles Callahan
In Praise to the Lord

GATHERING SENTENCES

Rev. Jason Alspaugh
O God, your steadfast love never ceases.
Your mercies never come to an end.
They are new every morning.
Great is your faithfulness.

*LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
*OPENING HYMN
#62  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise


ST. DENIO
There is an old saying, “Seeing is believing.”  Scotsman pastor Walter Chalmers Smith wrote our opening hymn in 1867 to remind us that in our Christian faith, faith and believing go hand in hand.  Smith’s words also tells of the vastness of God’s presence in our lives.

*OPENING PRAYER

Rev. Jason Alspaugh
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Step by Step  (CCLI 1826847)
O God, You are my God, and I will ever praise you.

O God, You are my God, and I will ever praise you.

I will seek you in the morning,

and I will learn to walk in your ways;

And step by step You’ll lead me

and I will follow You all of my days.

*WELCOME & PASSING OF PEACE
Dr. Rod Kennedy
(Please register your attendance by filling out a YELLOW CARD

from the pew rack and placing it in the offering bag this morning.)

We are invited to greet our nearest neighbors, extend our

hand, and greet one another in the name of Christ.

(Please be seated.)

Reading & Proclaiming God’s Word

THE RESPONSIVE PSALTER
Nick Gough, leader
(from Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 NRSV)

Leader:
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.

People:
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

you discern my thoughts from far away.
Leader:
You search out my path and my lying down,

and are acquainted with all my ways.

People:
Even before a word is on my tongue,

O Lord, you know it completely.
Leader:
You hem me in, behind and before,

and lay your hand upon me.
People:
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

it is so high that I cannot attain it.
Leader:
For it was you who formed my inward parts;

you knit me together in my mother's womb.

People:
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.
Leader:
My frame was not hidden from you,

when I was being made in secret,

intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

People:
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.

In your book were written

all the days that were formed for me,

when none of them as yet existed. 
Leader:
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!

How vast is the sum of them!

People:
I try to count them-they are more than the sand;
ALL:
I come to the end – I am still with you.
MUSIC OFFERING

Ray Landis, soprano sax
Change My Heart Lord, Be Glorified 
 Epinosa/Kilpatrick
*THE GOSPEL LESSON
Rev. Jim Earnest
Leader:
The Gospel of the Lord according to Luke.
People:
Praise be to you, O Christ.

Luke 14:25-33: Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.
Leader:
The Gospel of the Lord.

People:
Glory be to you, O Lord.

*FELLOWSHIP HYMN
#297  Spirit of the Living God


SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD
Inspired by a sermon on the Holy Spirit, Daniel Iverson wrote the tune and first verse of this hymn in 1926.  In 1980 Michael Baughen wrote a second complimentary verse.  Together these verses make one of our most loved hymns of spiritual renewal.

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Rev. C. Roland Marcus
(Children in preK-grade 4 will be led downstairs for Sunday School. Younger

children preK-K will go to Room #4 and older children grades 1-4 will go to

Room #3B.  Parents should pick up their children after worship service.)

CONGREGATIONAL CALL TO PRAYER
O Lord, Hear My Prayer


(CCLI 1826847)
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PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Jim Earnest
THE SERMON

Rev. Jason Alspaugh

“Love God More”
The Response of God’s People

THE OFFERTORY

R. Alan Kimbrough
Improvisation on “Picardy” 
 Charles Callahan
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE
Make Me a Servant
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Nick Gough
The Right Hand of Fellowship

Today we extend the Right Hand of Fellowship to:

William Manning
William joins by Statement of Faith.

His faith partner is Richard Dietz.
Seth Warncke
Seth joins by Letter from

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, West Chester OH

His faith partner is Tim Holmen.
Invitation to Holy Communion

(Celebrants:  Dr. Kennedy and Rev. Marcus)
PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS
Dr. Rod Kennedy
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you with thoughts not attentive to your will and too much in concert with the world, in words that are hurtful to our neighbors and disrespectful of others, and in deeds that fail to glorify your name.  We have not loved you with our whole heart because we have loved other things first; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves because we are too much a part of the divisions and barriers of race and class.  We are truly sorry and we repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Dr. Rod Kennedy
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts & Debtors)
BREAKING THE BREAD
Dr. Rod Kennedy
Let Us Break Bread Together - #776
Congregation

SHARING THE CUP
Rev. C. Roland Marcus
Improvisation on “Adoro te devote” 
 Charles Callahan
R. Alan Kimbrough
PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING
Rev. C. Roland Marcus
THE INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

(Persons wishing to join First Baptist Church are invited to come forward while the organist plays the first verse of the recessional hymn. You may join First Baptist Church by confession of faith, transfer of letter, or statement of faith. The pastor will greet you as you come forward this morning.)
*HYMN OF INVITATION
#576  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
ASSAM
Decisions, Decisions, Decisions!  Our lives are formed by the decisions that we make.  The decision to follow Jesus is perhaps the most important decision for Christians.  While following Jesus may not be the easiest, most prestigious or attractive choice; it is the most important choice for a fulfilling life.  Once the journey begins, there is no turning back.

*BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Rev. Jason Alspaugh
*CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION
Sent Out In Jesus’ Name
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*POSTLUDE
R. Alan Kimbrough
Concerto in F Major: Allegro 
 Tomasso Albinoni
+  +  +
WORSHIP NOTES
In today's Gospel Lesson, Jesus tells the crowd what it takes to follow him, saying that "Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple."  Did he really mean hate as we know it?  Does following Jesus mean hating some people while loving others?  There are plenty of examples in our day of Christians who engage in hateful practices in the name of love, even God's love. It's a startling contradiction with wide acceptance, but is it biblical?
(Please see insert for announcements.)
First Baptist Church of Dayton

15th Sunday after Pentecost
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Our Mission Statement:

To celebrate God's love as a community of believers

in Jesus Christ through worship, education,

fellowship, and outreach to others.

Dr. Rodney Wallace Kennedy, Lead Pastor
Rev. Jason Alspaugh, Associate Pastor Children & Youth

Rev. C. Roland Marcus, Associate Pastor
Rev. James Earnest, Assistant Pastor of Visitation
Rev. C. Donald Thrash, Assistant Pastor of Visitation
Ray Landis, Music Director
Gregory Land, Organist

R. Alan Kimbrough, Organist

Debbie Lindley, Pianist

Linda Mullins, Financial Secretary

Linda Blair, Church Secretary

Jerry Cook, Custodian

111 W. Monument Avenue

Dayton OH  45402

937-222-4691

Fax: 937-222-0649

fbc@fbcdayton.org
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