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“King Fling”

A Retreat for Ohio, Kentucky & Indiana

Baptist Peacemakers (and others)

January 12-13-14, 2007

First Baptist Church


FBC Dayton will host the Baptist Peace Fellowship's “King Fling” this coming weekend to celebrate the ongoing work of The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with those who are seeking to live out this Baptist Pastor’s vision of reconciliation and peace.


We need housing for some of our guests. If you can help, please email fbc@fbcdayton.org or rkennedy13@woh.rr.com or call 222-4691. Most guests are staying one night and will have their own transportation. You will need to provide breakfast on Saturday morning. Lunch and dinner will be provided on Saturday by FBC.

Worship on Saturday at 7:00 p.m. at Omega Baptist Church will be hosted by FBC Dayton, Zion Baptist, and Omega Baptist. If you don't already have a scheduled event, we would really appreciate your joining us for worship.
2006 in Review at FBC

New Members:  47

Average attendance:  185

Average attendance Oct – Dec:  204

Stewardship Campaign 2007:  $335,000 in pledges
Dreaming New Dreams In Honor of

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Essay by The Rev. Dr. Rodney Wallace Kennedy


Last June, I stood in the basement of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia – Martin Luther King Jr.’s home church. An eloquent and beautiful seventy-two-year young tour guide showed us where Martin was baptized. Tears came down my cheeks and I heard a voice saying, “Take off your shoes for you are on holy ground.” I looked around at the humble church and remembered that God causes extraordinary people to come forth from the most ordinary beginnings. I saw firsthand where the dream was born – the baptismal pool in the basement of the Ebenezer Baptist Church.


And what God has done before, God is willing to do again. In fact, something like that needs to happen again. Do you recall that Martin chose the pulpit of Riverside Church in Manhattan to denounce the war in Vietnam? He declared that our choice was between guns and butter. It was one of the great prophetic sermons of American history. And Martin was right. And we need more young people coming up out of the baptismal pools of Baptist churches with dreams of a more just, a more equitable, and a more caring society. Our culture needs more guidance from our churches; not the other way around.


In Where Do We Go From Here, Martin wrote: “We still have a choice today: non-violent co-existence or violent co-annihilation. We must move past indecision to action.” It is time for Christians who honor our fallen prophet to answer his call. The church is called to be the Bride of Christ, as William Coffin said, not the whore of Babylon.


The time has come for the church to have more dreams and fewer fears; more compassion for the poor and less preoccupation with the bottom line; more listening to the “better angels of our nature” and less attention paid to the “worst angels of our nature.”


Remembering Martin Luther King, Jr. will get lost in our dog-eat-dog, suspicious, self-centered, unwelcoming world unless we move beyond the symbolism of a week of services, speeches, and concerts. We must return to action.

Once again we must refuse to accept war as the inevitable nature of human life. We must march for the poor, the marginalized, the hungry, the oppressed, and the weak. We must rally to support those who are being put down, discriminated against, and hurt.


I am not worthy to tie the shoe laces of Martin Luther King, Jr., but I am willing to stand with him against all harsh treatment meted out in the name of religion. Never forget that racism is most comfortable when cloaked in the robes of religion, especially Christian ones. Keep in mind that late into the 19th century, major Christian leaders, including the Pope, were still preaching that slavery was the just punishment for our fallen nature.


For my part, I want to hear less about our fallen nature and more about what we are going to do to offer a helping hand to raise up our brothers and sisters. Spend some time this week thinking about two verses of Scripture: “God has made of one flesh all human beings.” And: “In Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave or free, there is neither male nor female; [there is neither straight nor gay]; for [we] are all one in Christ Jesus.”

News from the Trustees


The Board of Trustees is proud to announce that a contract was initiated in December for the new sanctuary sound system. The contractor is waiting for all of the equipment to arrive so that he can begin the installation.


The new state-of-the-art system is centered around a new digital mixing console, containing all sound processing functions. New roll-top cabinets will house all the equipment at the rear of the sanctuary.


During the design phase, the contractor created a computer-generated acoustic model, which provides sound concentrated on the audience area and avoids echo and reverb that causes severe audio intelligibility issues. This model will provide optimal placement of the new speaker system. Sound will also be provided to the nursery area. The system includes new hearing assisted equipment and the capability to record our services both on CD and audio tape.


Part of the contract also includes training on operating the new system. Please contact Ron Petry or the church office if you are interested in being part of our new Church Sound System Team. We are very excited about the new system and wish to thank all who have contributed to the Capital Campaign, allowing us to pursue this much needed upgrade.

Adult Education

2007 Winter Term Classes
The winter term for adult education began January 7th and offers the following Sunday classes at 9:15 AM:

· American Sign Language for the Church - Cheryl Rash Jones leads this interesting class in American Sign Language (ASL) and its roots and connections to the church. Discuss the history and development of ASL and its importance to the Deaf community and the church. Opportunity to learn significant ASL skills and the ability to communicate with the Deaf. Class meets in the Library.

· A Study of 1 Corinthians – Rev. Roland Marcus leads this class which will study and reflect on the letter written by Paul to the church in Corinth. Examine Paul's advice to a 1st century church that was struggling with difficulties, disorder, and divisions. In many ways, Corinth and its citizens were struggling with many of the same social and moral issues that we are challenged with today. Class meets in the Parlor.

· Christian Meditation – “Be still and know that I am God…” (Psalm 46:10) Student Associate Pastor Alan Palmer will gather a group of fellow pilgrims to experience Christian meditation—insight meditation and lectio divina—to perfect equanimity and the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. Class meets in Dr. Lilly’s office (2nd floor).
· Young Adult Class – A permanent class focusing on the challenges and issues confronting the Young Adults at FBC. Class leaders are Coleman and Jordan Fannin. Class meets in the Chapel.
Deborah Circle Road Trip

On Saturday, Jan. 20, Deborah Circle will be heading to Springfield to have lunch at Teaberries and to tour Frank Lloyd Wright’s Westcott home. Meet at the church at 10:15 and carpool to Springfield. Lunch cost is approx. $9 and the tour will be $6. Please make reservations by Jan. 10 to Melissa Mikesell: mmikesell1@earthlink.net or 885-4685.
The RMMO collection in December totaled $1,972.

Thank you for your support.
























