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EXPERIENCING GOD

IN OUR LIVES

Sermons

by

Dr. Rodney Wallace Kennedy


The experience of God in our lives, like pi, has infinite possibilities. While there are always those ready to provide the one, only, and true way to experience God, our own sacred scriptures indicate a rich variety of deeply moving experiences. “I invite you,” says Dr. Kennedy, “to meet an astonishing collection of human beings. Each one experiences God in ways that defy our imagination, our credulity, and at times, even our faith. From Samuel’s almost unbelievable conversation with God as a small boy (a story that played a major role in my childhood) to the insistence of Elisha that he receive a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, we will encounter flawed yet faithful people much like us.”

Dr. Kennedy will ask the questions that many people often have wanted to ask, but were either afraid or reluctant to ask in church. He will engage ways of experiencing God that include but go beyond the simple, childlike episodes from Sunday School. If you have questions, doubts, moments or months of skepticism, if you feel disconnected from God, or you feel that you don’t fit in when the talk turns to spiritual experience, these may be the sermons you have needed for a long time. So let’s get spiritual. After all, don’t we come to church to experience the spiritual? Please join Dr. Kennedy each Sunday as we experience God through the telescope of Scripture, heritage, and faith.

January 15, 2006
“God Calls Us”


I Samuel 3:1-10 and John 1:43-51


January 22, 2006
“God Commands Us”


Jonah 3:1-5, 10 and Mark 1:14-20


January 29, 2006
“God Cares for Us”


Mark 1:21-28


February 5, 2006
“Three Degrees of Christian Experience”


Isaiah 40:21-31


February 12, 2006
“Obstacles to Experiencing God”


2 Kings 5:1-14


February 19, 2006
“Crowds Can Get in the Way of Jesus”


Mark 2:1-12


February 26, 2006
“A Double Portion of Spiritual Experience”

2 Kings 2:1-12

A PASTORAL TRIBUTE

TO OUR ORGANISTS

Rod W. Kennedy


I want to pass along to our church organists an archaic item (from Context) just in case they feel underappreciated in 21st century worship. Martin Tel, a lecturer in church music at Princeton Theological Seminary, tells of the challenges faced by organ advocates in the early-Reformation-era Netherlands.

“Any sounding of the organ within the liturgy proper was clearly anathema according to the dictates of the Protestant ecclesial authorities. At the 1574 Synod of Dordrecht the question was to be raised as to the propriety of organ music sounding at the conclusion of the liturgy. The general anti-organ sentiment stemmed from the instrument’s associations with the Roman church; the organ was ‘papist.’ The following theological and liturgical grounds were raised for the abolition of the organ from the liturgy.
1. ‘According to biblical instruction (I Corinthians 14:19), speaking in tongues is not appropriate for the church. Like tongues, the organ is unintelligible and should be banned from the liturgy.

2. Organ music causes the congregation to forget the sermon.

3. Organ music promotes superstition and leads to rashness.

4. The organ sounding at the conclusion of the service makes it necessary to collect the offering during the service, a hindrance to the liturgy.’ “Apparently the desired effect was not achieved,” Tel notes. “The Synod of 1578 raised the stakes by mandating that organs be physically removed from the churches. Fortunately the ecclesial authorities were thwarted in their zeal; the civil authorities saw the organs and carillons of their cities as a matter of civic pride and would not allow for their removal.”
Here at First Baptist Church, we take a lot of pride in Alan, Greg, and Debbie. We are eternally grateful for their many gifts. I especially want to thank Alan and Greg for the marvelous rendition of “O Holy Night” on December 18th. Their music is not only intelligible, but truly inspired. The sermon is enhanced and I am sure the offerings increase. If the organ music leads to some outbreak of rashness, I will probably be in favor. After all, FBC could stand a little rashness now and again.
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CIRCLE DATES

The Deborah Circle will meet Tuesday, January 17, 7:00 p.m. at the home of Dawn Kalbfleisch. The Naomi Circle will meet Wednesday, January 18, 12 noon at the Dayton Christian Center.

DABA CHILDREN’S CHOIR

Interest Meeting

For Ages 7-17

Saturday, January 28

1:00 p.m.

First Baptist Church
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NEW ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES OFFERED

THIS QUARTER

The Separation of Church and State
Dr. Kennedy and Dave Taylor teach this course that examines, amongst other topics and subjects, how central the early Baptists were in crafting this critical concept. Sunday mornings at 9:15AM – Chapel.

The Daily Devotion of Famous and
Not-so-Famous Theologians
Janet Lasley teaches this class using an excellent text that is available to the participants. On Jan. 15th we will talk about Jonathan Edwards’ and Francis de Sales’ perspectives on spirituality. On Jan. 22nd we will study John of the Cross on “Purifying the Soul.” Books are available in the church office if you would like to study ahead. Sunday mornings at 9:15AM – Library.

Peace Movements
Dr. Gary Percesepe, Coordinating Director of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America and First Baptist member, leads this class as it examines leaders and the dynamics of peace movements around the world and throughout time. Sunday mornings at 9:15AM – Parlor.
A Peace Movement in Action
Jule Rastikis and Treva Jenkins host this session in their home during the week. This class is intended to put "feet" or put into practical action the session conducted by Dr. Percesepe. Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. – 1625 Countryside Dr., Beavercreek.
SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST

DISCONTINUED
Effective Sunday, January 15, breakfast will no longer be offered from 8:30 - 9:15 a.m., but coffee will be available in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. and after church service.
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The St. Valentine's Day SOCK HOP at First Baptist Church will be held Saturday evening, February 11, 2006. Games, prizes, dancing, and great music from the 50s, 60s, and 70s will be featured at the event. Stay tuned for further information. If you'd like to help with the event, i.e., decorations, snacks, etc., please call either Phil Lilly at 223-5062 or Jill-Ann Bryant at 427-1813.
MEETING DATES
The Worship, Music & Arts Committee will meet Saturday, Jan. 14 at 9:30 a.m.

The Executive Council will meet Monday, Jan. 16 at 6:30 p.m.
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