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Sunday, January 28, 2007

This annual event of the First Baptist Church of Dayton will be held this Sunday, January 28. Dinner will begin at noon followed by the 2007 budget presentation. This is an occasion of importance to the entire congregation and everyone is urged to attend. Please make your reservation by calling the church office at 222-4691. The cost for dinner will be $5 for persons 12 and older, $3 for children 3 to 11, with a family maximum of $15. There will be no charge for children 2 and under.
Valentine’s Day Sock Hop

The Valentine's Day SOCK HOP at First Baptist Church will be held Saturday evening, February 17, beginning at 7:00 p.m. Games, prizes, dancing, and great music from the 50s, 60s, and 70s will be featured at the event. Bring your dancing shoes, friends, $2.00 and a snack to share! If you'd like to help with the event, please call either Phil Lilly at 223-5062 or Bev Harrell at 259-2212.

From the Lead Pastor…
Dr. Rodney Wallace Kennedy

When I think there’s a comfortable space where ideas can be discussed and positions can be held outside the parameters of the usual either/or blandness, I am jarred back to reality. Reading this week’s issue of The Christian Century was one of those jarring moments for me. The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky has decided to eliminate its Pastoral Care Department.
Even after twenty years of being a dropout from the Southern Baptist Convention, that decision hurts. The reasoning given by the spokespersons for the seminary has to do with an attempt to force everyone to choose from the either/or option. In this case, pastoral counseling equates to secular psychology and therefore, in the eyes of Southern Seminary, must be eliminated in favor of biblical counseling.
This decision will also eliminate all CPE work from the seminary curriculum. CPE stands for Clinical Pastoral Education. For example, seminary students are required to do from 2 to 4 units of CPE at a local hospital or other helping institutions. I did my CPE units at Charity Hospital in New Orleans and at the Louisiana State Hospital in Pineville, Louisiana. My work at the hospital in Pineville was in the Intensive Care Ward of the Psychiatric Unit. The first lesson I learned there was not to wear a fancy suit to work. Patients would walk up and run their fingers up and down the edge of the suit coat and say, “Nice threads, Rev.”
The lessons I learned in CPE have been invaluable. I learned more about human nature, decision making, and human pain than the Bible could have ever taught me. As Carlyle Marney always insisted, “We [preachers] have more to say to, for, with, on account of, and in behalf of Man than from any other stance we could take: if we have done our homework and if we have enough ego-strength to say I. By homework I mean that decades long process of inquiry, hat in hand, begun long before seminary years, continued forever after, addressed to competent psychology, psychiatry, sociology, biology, drama, art, daily affairs, interpreted by a growing biblical memory, contemporary experience, theological acumen, into some kind of understanding of our Christian Advantage: we really do know about Man; and, we really have been shown the way to an Ultimate Earth.”
The decision at Southern Seminary demonstrates once again the small mindedness of the fundamentalist movement. Eventually, this will be the undoing of the movement. Life doesn’t lend itself to such strict or strident “either/or scenarios.” I’m sticking with Marney and pastoral counseling, and the necessity of informing our biblical faith with all the help we can get from all of the sciences. I will never worship science and I will never leave science on the sidewalk. We have a multiplicity of choices including the choice to refuse to allow the idolatry of biblicists to insist that all we need to know can be found in the pages of the Bible. Such anti-science, literalistic approaches to the Bible do not square with where my journey of faith is headed.
The next time someone tries to box you into an “either/or” choice, suggest at least 3 other possibilities. That’s good Baptist practice. Amen!!!!
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On Sunday morning, February 18, our worship celebration at 10:30 a.m. will be expressed in jazz. Special jazz arrangements by our music director, Mr. Ray Landis, will be the focus of our worship. The service will be followed with a Jazz Brunch in the dining room with musical entertainment. Cost for brunch will be $5 for ages 12 & older, $3 for ages 3-11, with a family maximum of $15. Please RSVP for the brunch via a green card on Sunday or by calling 222-4691.
Mission Challenge

On every Communion Sunday (first Sunday of the month) we ask that you bring non-perishable food or, if you would rather, make a financial contribution. Just put it in an offering envelope with a notation Food Bank. Let us help to feed the hungry on a regular basis.

Please consider an item each Sunday for The Other Place clients:
Jan. 28: Toothbrushes

Feb. 4: Deodorants

Feb. 11: Bar Soaps

Feb. 18: Disposable Razors

Feb. 25: Shaving Creams

Valentines for Veterans

From Margaret and Charles Barker

Share Valentines with the Veterans! They always enjoy receiving your Valentines. There will be a red bucket available on a table in the Assembly Room to collect them. We will pick up the bucket on Sunday, February 11 and deliver the Valentines to the VA Center.

Adult Education

2007 Winter Term Classes

American Sign Language for the Church

Cheryl Rash-Jones, Sundays at 9:15am
Library

A Study of 1 Corinthians

Rev. Roland Marcus, Sundays at 9:15am
Parlor

Christian Meditation
Student Assoc. Alan Palmer, Sundays at 9:15am

Dr. Kennedy’s office
Young Adult Class

Coleman & Jordan Fannin, Sundays at 9:15am
Chapel

Sunday Flowers

If you would like to donate a flower arrangement for one (or more) of our Sunday services, please sign up on the flower calendar located on the Deacon’s board in the hallway or contact Linda Blair at 222-4691.
A Look Ahead

Jan. 29 – LEAD Board Meeting, 6:30pm

Feb. 3 – Worship, Music & Arts Committee, 9:30am

Feb. 11 – Deborah Circle Valentine’s Party at the Widow’s Home, 2:30pm

Feb 14 – All Boards, 6:00pm (Trustees host dinner)

Feb. 17 – Valentine’s Day Sock Hop, 7:00pm
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