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AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING

During March we will receive the 2007 America for Christ Offering. Here is your opportunity to support the mission of the American Baptist work. In addition, your offering will provide new church starts, volunteer mission opportunities, and many more vital ministries. The important principle is not how much we give, but that we all give something!

SPRING C. E. CLASSES BEGIN MARCH 4TH
Psalms: Prayers of the Heart led by Rev. David Coggins

American Sign Language for the Church led by Cheryl Rash-Jones

Young Adult Class led by Coleman & Jordan Fannin

A Class in Church Leadership & Growth (Leader TBA)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: FROM A REALLY GOOD CHURCH

TO A REALLY GREAT CHURCH

In March, the Executive Council will participate in a study of a Jim Collins monograph: Good to Great for the Social Sector. As we prepare for this time of discernment, the congregation is asked to offer suggestions and comments. Your insights will be valued as we attempt to plot the course for First Baptist Church over the next few decades.
Please take some time to prayerfully and thoughtfully answer the following questions:
1. At FBC, what are you deeply passionate about?
In conversations so far, the nominees are:

a.
Liturgical excellence and worship.
b.
Rebuilding downtown Dayton.
c.
Breaking the cycle of homelessness in Dayton.
d.
Creating a generation of transformational leaders.

Please add your nominations.
2. What do you believe FBC can be the best at in the entire region?
3. What do you believe FBC should become best known for in the Dayton region?  This question has to do with our brand name and our reputation.
Please email your responses to Dr. Kennedy at rkennedy13@woh.rr.com or drop them in the offering bag on any of the next three Sunday mornings.  Or you may mail your responses to FBC Dayton, 111 W. Monument Avenue, Dayton OH  45402.

MODERATOR’S REPORT by Ev Telljohann

Our Annual Congregational Meeting was held on Sunday, January 28th following a delicious dinner prepared by Chef Bob Firster.  The Annual Report for 2006 was distributed.  It showed the largest number (39) of new members in recent memory. It also displayed the great enthusiasm of our pastors, boards and committees for the accomplishments of 2006 and the opportunities for the future.

Rich Appelt and Ed Rhodes, Co-chairs of the Finance Committee, presented and reviewed the proposed budget.  The budget included record pledges and gifts and, including the special pledges set aside for a new Associate Pastor for Children and Youth and Capital Campaign pledges, totaled more than $486,000.  Expenditures are also at record levels, topping $500,000 for the first time in our history.

A special fund of pledges totaling $24,000, not a part of the 2007 budget, has been segregated to fund a new Associate Pastor for Children & Youth for the last half of this year. The Strategic Planning Committee will be meeting soon to present a program for funding the new position for a full three years.  This plan will be discussed at the Congregational Meeting to be held this spring.

We also have an Exploratory Affiliation Committee beginning its work to study the possibilities of affiliating with additional Baptist and/or other denominational organizations, in addition to the American Baptist Churches USA.

Other agenda items for our next meeting that you would like to suggest will also be appreciated.

I look forward to sharing additional positive and exciting news as the year progresses.  Thanks to all for your participation.

MISSION CHALLENGE
Please consider bringing an item each Sunday for The Other Place clients:

Feb. 25:  Shaving Creams

Mar. 4:  RTA Bus Tokens (from UDF stores or RTA locations) and bring canned goods for the Food Bank

Mar. 11:  Shampoos/Conditioners
Mar. 18:  Toothpastes

Mar. 25:  Toothbrushes
Apr. 1:  Deodorants

Apr. 8:  Bar Soaps

Apr. 15:  Disposable Razors

Apr. 22:  Shaving Creams
2007 5K AIDS BENEFIT WALK/RUN
Saturday, March 31st - Rain or Shine
Organized by Wright State’s Chapters of Physicians for Human Rights and the American Medical Student Association

Registration on the day of the event begins at 8:00am, with the event starting at 9:30am, in the McLin Gym in the Nutter Center on WSU’s campus, 3640 Colonel Glenn Highway. Pre-registration by March 15th is $20. Registration on the day of the event is $25. Prizes will be awarded in 4 different age categories for both men and women. Proceeds will benefit the “HIV/AIDS Financial Need Fund,” a local resource that assists HIV/AIDS patients with emergency monetary assistance who do not qualify for other sources of funding. Call 222-4691 for a registration form or visit the following website:

www.active.com/event_detail.cfm?event_id=1399091
UPCOMING MEETINGS

2/28 – Executive Council Meeting at 6:30pm
3/3 – Worship, Music & Arts Meeting at 9:30am

EASTER FLOWERS

You are invited to share in the decoration of the sanctuary with spring flowers on Easter Sunday, April 8th. An Easter Sunday insert will include names of donors and the names of those in whose memory or honor a gift was given. A gift of $20 is suggested. Deadline for orders/payments is Friday, March 23. Checks should be made payable to First Baptist Church, marked “Easter Flowers.” Sign up below or you may call Linda Blair at 222-4691.

__   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __
EASTER FLOWERS

Easter flowers in honor of _______________________
Easter flowers in memory of _____________________
Given by ____________________________________
Amount enclosed ____________
















Unfortunately the SOCK HOP was cancelled because of poor weather and parking lot conditions. It will be rescheduled as THE SPRING FLING after March Madness is completed (the NCAA basketball playoffs).











