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AMERICA FOR CHRIST

OFFERING
During the Month of March

Bring Christ and the helping arms of the church to those who look for love and spiritual support—resettle refugees, support community centers like the Dayton Christian Center, provide resources in Spanish for Hispanic Churches, support regional camps and conferences, as well as Judson Press publications, staff camps and much more. These efforts spread the Good News and define its message by easing the pain and needs of those who have little, who need help, who seek spiritual growth and knowledge. Please give generously. This is one of our four covenant offerings that we collect each year.

Wednesday Night

LENTEN SERVICES

March 15 – St. John’s UCC

515 E. Third Street

6:00 Soup Supper / 7:00 Worship

March 22 – First Lutheran

138 W. First Street

6:00 Soup Supper / 7:00 Worship

March 29 – St. Paul Lutheran

239 Wayne Avenue

6:00 Soup Supper / 7:00 Worship

April 5 – First Baptist Church

6:00 Soup Supper / 7:00 Worship

FIFTH AT FIRST
Have you heard of the Fifth at First? Well, the months of April, July, October, and December have a fifth Sunday. On the fifth Sunday of each of these months, First Baptist Church plans a musical celebration. Here's the schedule:

 

Apr. 30:
First Baptist Interns
Jul. 30:
Gospel Celebration

Oct. 29:
Classical Music Celebration

Dec. 31:
Christmas Music Celebration

The Critical Study of Scripture

By Dr. Rod Kennedy


According to St. Paul, “The foolishness of God is wiser than men” (I Corinthians 1:25).  Many Christians equate the “foolishness of God” with believing that the Bible is literally true and with Christian fundamentalism. In fact, fundamentalists, reacting against the modern critical study of the Bible, assert that such study is “the foolishness of men.” In other words, they equate FOLLY (the Greek word is MORIA) with intellectual claims about the Bible.  They also claim that their “foolish” Gospel is the actual wisdom of God. I challenge those assumptions.

Interpreting the Bible critically doesn’t mean embracing ignorance or believing six impossible things before breakfast. In the I Corinthians passage I mentioned earlier, Paul gives MORIA a metaphorical and metamorphic function. He transfers the usual negative meaning of folly to a positive meaning. For example, Paul is proud to be “a fool for Christ’s sake.” The metamorphic transformation takes place with Paul’s assigning to folly the meaning of true, original knowledge.  “What is rejected as MORIA in the opinion of the Greek scholars is raised by Paul to the sign of true knowledge.”  “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (I Corinthians 1:11).


Now, fundamentalists have substituted liberal scholars for the Greeks who demanded wisdom.  They equate human wisdom with liberal teachings about the Bible.  They then insist that only literal truth can be accepted and that all other biblical interpretations are folly.  This is a sleight-of-hand trick that should embarrass an amateur magician.  We are on a far better road with a critical study of the Scripture than we are with the uncritical swallowing of truth claims rooted in anti-intellectual, emotional, backwoods preaching. The Gospel is a lot of things: It is light, not darkness. It is wisdom, not ignorance. It is intelligent; not anti-intelligent. It is knowledge, not superstition.  It is reason, not emotion for the sake of emotion.


God is not the enemy of reason, intelligence, or theological education. Christianity wasn’t meant to be an anti-intellectual collection of odd beliefs.  We should always be suspect of religious claims made on the basis of such foolishness.  It truly is folly to define the “foolishness of God” as the ignorance of men and women.

Folly, according to Paul, is a complete reversal of human standards and conventional wisdom.  God’s wisdom is not displayed by absolute dogmas; it shows its knowledge in the word of a foolish cross.  Reversal of human values, of human ways of being-in-the-world, therefore constitute the folly of Christianity.

When Paul offers us folly as a way of preaching the cross, he presents us with an alternative rhetoric as hope for survival.  There are no absolutes in these claims. The preacher is a rhetorician.  What Herb Simons says of science is just as valid for preachers: “Like rhetoric, [science] [or homiletics] is rooted in unprovable belief and value premises; undetermined rules; shackled by the constraints of language; inspired by personal passions and ambitions; made credible by stylistic devices; and strongly influenced by political, cultural, and marketplace factors.”

Fundamentalism is a dangerous enemy of the search for wisdom.  Whatever else fundamentalism may claim, it is not the wisdom of God.  It is the dangerous anger, intolerance, and judgmentalism of men.  We should not sit idly by and allow this pernicious strain of Christianity to control the churches.  Here at First Baptist Church, we will always take Scripture seriously, study it diligently, interpret it to the best of our God-given abilities, and use all the critical methods available to us in the pursuit of God’s wisdom.
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MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

Mar. 8 - 
All Boards Dinner & Meetings


Dinner at 6:00 / Meetings at 7:00

Mar. 8 -
Lenten Worship at Christ Reformed Episcopal


Soup at 6:00 / Worship at 7:00

Mar. 9 -
Bell Rehearsal at 6:15 / Choir Rehearsal at 7:30

Mar. 15 -
Naomi Circle at Rosalie’s at 12:00

Mar. 15 -
Lenten Worship at St. John’s UCC


Soup at 6:00 / Worship at 7:00

Mar. 16 -
Bell Rehearsal at 6:15 / Choir Rehearsal at 7:30

Mar. 21 -
Deborah Circle at Barbara Bogan’s at 7:00

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES

PALM SUNDAY SERVICE

April 9 – 10:30 AM – FBC

Palm Sunday Dinner – 11:45 AM

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE

April 13 – 7:00 PM – FBC

GOOD FRIDAY

April 14 – 12:10 PM – Westminster

EASTER VIGIL SERVICE

April 15 – 7:00 PM – First Lutheran

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

April 16 – 6:30 PM – Carillon Park

EASTER SERVICE

April 16 – 10:30 AM - FBC
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DID YOU SIGN UP?

Are You Coming?
Three Saturdays in March at FBC

11th, 18th, and/or 25th
10:00 AM each Saturday

Bag Lunches for the Homeless

Bring stuff...Come help!

Fellowship, Fun and Mission!

The First Baptist

BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB

Nominations Requested

Beginning in April, the FBC Book of the Month column will appear in The Courier.  Books recommended by members will be placed on the list and one book will be selected as the Book of the Month.  Please send in your nominations!
U.D. OPPORTUNITY FOR SENIORS

The UDLLI offers seniors from the Greater Miami Valley the opportunity to join other active seniors in a variety of informal discussion seminars. To receive a Spring program brochure, call UD at 229-2347.
EASTER FLOWERS

You are invited to share in the decoration of the sanctuary with spring flowers on Easter Sunday. An Easter Sunday insert will include names of donors and the names of those in whose memory or honor a gift was given. A gift of $20 is suggested. Orders and payments must be received by Monday, April 3. Checks should be made payable to First Baptist Church, marked “Easter Flowers.” Sign up below or you may call Linda Blair at 222-4691.

__   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __
EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM
Easter flowers in honor of _____________________________
Easter flowers in memory of ___________________________
Given by ___________________________________________
Amount enclosed ____________
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