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PALM SUNDAY DINNER

[image: image2.wmf]APRIL 1st
FBC’s annual Palm Sunday Dinner will be held April 1st after the worship service. The cost will be $5 for ages 12 & older, $3 for ages 3-11, with a family maximum of $15. No charge for children 2 & under. Reservations are required. Please call 222-4691.

PASSION VESPERS

APRIL 1st at 4:30pm

Join us at FBC for this quiet, reflective service of traditional Holy Week readings by Dr. Phil Lilly, Gale Baker and Ray Landis, interspersed with music provided by Kathryn Maresca, organ; Mark Hofeldt, cello; and Dawn Kalbfleisch, voice; reflecting the passion of Christ.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

TENEBRAE SERVICE

FBC will offer a Service of Tenebrae on Maundy Thursday, April 5th, beginning at 7:00pm. The name ‘Maundy Thursday’ comes from the Latin mandatum novum, referring to the ‘new commandment’ Jesus taught his disciples (John 13:34). In other words, this is ‘new commandment Thursday.’ Because this is Holy Week, the purpose of this service of worship is to reflect deeply on the sufferings and death of Christ for us and our salvation, and then to commemorate the death of Christ at the Lord’s Table.

FIRST WORDS
Rodney Wallace Kennedy

on Faith, Culture, & Politics

I SUPPORT DAYTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS


I support Dayton Public Schools. There is a straight line from my theological conviction that First Baptist Church has a responsibility to do everything possible to make Dayton a viable city to my support of the public schools. My dream of a “New Jerusalem” rising from the banks of the Great Miami River is at stake here. And much of our success will be institution-driven. Great churches and great schools are essential for any authentic city. As a supporter of all things “Daytonian,” I support our schools.

If we are going to have a viable First Baptist Church, it is important that we have a viable downtown Dayton. If we are going to have a viable downtown Dayton, we are going to have to also make sure we have a strong public school system. That’s why I’m asking you to join me in supporting Issue 4 on May 8.

Now, I’ve heard all the arguments against Dayton Public Schools. Everyone’s a critic! What amazes me is how many of these well-meaning, sincere critics live outside the city of Dayton. They seem to not understand that as Dayton goes, the Miami Valley goes. We are all connected. This is one community. Supporting DPS is an important responsibility for all our citizens. Let’s all agree that we have a huge challenge. Now, let’s all do our part to guarantee success.

I am asking you to support the May 8 emergency operating levy, Issue 4. Dr. Percy Mack provides outstanding leadership. We are fortunate to have such a highly skilled professional educator at the helm of Dayton Public Schools. Dr. Mack brings integrity, vision, and energy to the task. Under his leadership Dayton Public Schools has made great strides. For example, this year DPS moved out of Academic Emergency. Now, it is time to make even greater gains, and Dr. Percy Mack is the right man to consolidate the gains already made by our schools.

If we are serious about our talk of a revived downtown Dayton, we know that a great school system will be an essential part of that equation. Great churches and great schools go hand-in-hand in producing great communities.

Let me remind you that we will continue to monitor, critique, and offer suggestions for improvement to the leadership of Dayton Public Schools. The real friends of Dayton Public Schools are always there to lend a helping hand, but we are also there with positive feedback on ways the system can do an even better job.

There are two things you can do to help:

1. If you are a registered voter in the city of Dayton, please vote YES on Issue 4.

2. You can join me in making a contribution to the campaign. Getting the information to the voters costs a lot of money, and I would like for the people of FBC to invest some money in helping Dayton Public Schools.

Remember: A great city requires great churches and great schools. Your support of FBC and Dayton Public Schools is appreciated.
HELPING IRAQI CIVILIANS

MISSION BOARD


Lt. Col. Michael Coggins (brother to Dave Coggins) is a chaplain serving in Iraq at Sather AB, Baghdad. The base participates with a Civil-Military Operations Center (CMOC) that provides medical/dental care, distributes basic hygiene supplies and other necessities to local Iraqis. They are in desperate need of many things. Mike will personally deliver items to the center. Needed are diapers, formula, any baby items, school supplies, hygiene items, kids and adult shoes (up to size 10), Oto/Ophthalmoscope with speculums (portable, battery operated), nebulizers x 4 (small portable models), BP cuffs (all sizes), mebendizole, albendazole, pyrantel pamoate (any deworming especially liquids, but we are in serious need of any type/kind/variety/script).


We will also need money for postage for our 1st shipment on March 26 & the 2nd on April 9. If you would like to contribute, we can do the shopping to insure a balanced shipment of supplies. Checks can be made out to FBC. Please put Iraq on the memo line. See further details on the purple sheets available at FBC or contact Karen Reed, 776-1983, or khaiti9@sbcglobal.net. A big thank you for all you do for others & thanks to Dave Coggins for his powerful & moving Moment for Mission on March 11th. If you were not present to hear Dave, we hope you will take a moment to talk to him about his family’s personal involvement in Iraq and pray for their safety and well being.

THE FAITH JOURNEY AT FBC

Rodney Wallace Kennedy

Beginning April 1, an orientation/introduction class to First Baptist Church will be offered. I will be the facilitator for this class. Topics of discussion will include:

· Our heritage from 1827 – Present

· Our mission

· Our basic beliefs and covenant

· Our denominational affiliation: ABC-USA

· Our opportunities for service

· Understanding the place of FBC in the context of liturgy, theology, and culture.

Based on the recommendation of our Covenant Revision Committee and the Worship, Music & Arts Committee, this class is being offered to give visitors, new members, and FBC members wanting a refresher course, an introduction to the life, ministry, and mission of our congregation. Who are we? What do we believe? What are our basic practices? Why do we worship as we do? What is our relationship to the larger Metro Dayton Area?

JUSTICE MINISTRY TEAM


LEAD continues its support drive that ends March 18. On Sunday, you will find yellow slips in the pew racks. Please use these to record your investment to LEAD and place in the offering plate.


NEXT WE CELEBRATE on Monday, March 19 at a Potluck Banquet at St. Benedict the Moor, 6:30 p.m. Please look for fliers & sign up sheet at the Mission Board table in the Assembly Room.

EASTER FLOWERS

You are invited to share in the decoration of the sanctuary with spring flowers on Easter Sunday, April 8th. An Easter Sunday insert will include names of donors and the names of those in whose memory or honor a gift was given. A gift of $20 is suggested. Deadline for orders/payments is Friday, March 23. Checks should be made payable to First Baptist Church, marked “Easter Flowers.” Call Linda Blair at 222-4691.

Please give to the

AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING

in March
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