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LENTEN SERVICES

Mar. 22 – First Lutheran, 138 W. First Street

6:00 Soup Supper / 7:00 Worship

Mar. 29 – St. Paul Lutheran, 239 Wayne Avenue

6:00 Soup Supper / 7:00 Worship

Apr. 5 – First Baptist Church, 111 W. Monument Ave.

6:00 Soup Supper / 7:00 Worship

PALM SUNDAY DINNER
APRIL 9TH
Our annual Palm Sunday Dinner will be held Sunday, April 9 after the worship service. The cost will be $5 for ages 12 & older, $3 for ages 3-11, with a family maximum of $15. No charge for children 2 & under. Please make your reservation during worship on a green attendance card or call the church office at 222-4691.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service

7:00 PM - FBC

Good Friday Services

12:10 PM – Westminster

7:00 PM – St. John’s UCC

Easter Vigil Service

7:00 PM – First Lutheran

Easter Sunrise Service

6:30 AM – Carillon Park 

Dr. Kennedy Preaching

Easter Worship Service

10:30 AM – FBC
Jesus Is Not Mad at Us
By Dr. Rod Kennedy



In case you’ve been overwhelmed by the nauseating extremes of Christian rhetoric, here’s a piece of good news for you.  Jesus is not mad at us.  Rodney Parsley, Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, James Kennedy, James Dobson, and Tony Perkins are mad at us.  The Rev. Fred Phelps, from Topeka, Kansas, is especially angry if you believe that gays should be treated as human beings.  In fact, his anger deserves a whole floor in the Angry Christian Hall of Fame.  Yet no matter what they say, that is not the same as Jesus being mad.


The Gospels rarely speak of Jesus being angry. He cleans out the temple because people were using the house of prayer to make exorbitant profits off poor people. He sounds pretty angry when he goes off on “wolves in sheep’s clothing” – those being preachers fleecing his flock. He has a bad taste in his mouth when he condemns those over-the-top moralists, the Pharisees, for being a den of snakes. But angry? I don’t think so. Jesus the compassionate, caring, merciful, and loving one makes a lot more sense to me.

Strangely, this “Christian behavior” sounds a lot like the old pagan habits. Pagans were so afraid of the gods that they spent an inordinate amount of time trying not to piss them off. They built statues and even killed their first-born in desperate attempts to make sure the deity didn’t go postal on them.

Why am I telling you this? Well, the grand state of Ohio, is about to take the plunge into an ugly, no-holds-barred, high octane, and really angry governor’s race. The reason for all the anger? I know this is hard to grasp, but religion is supposed to play a larger than necessary role in the election, and for some inexplicable reason, religion makes people mad enough to kill one another. People are going to call one another awful names and threaten one another with the wrath of God. Get ready for it, but don’t pay much attention to the ranting and raving. Jesus is not mad at us. Ohio’s a great state and a great place to live. Jesus would like it here, but I think this governor’s race will break his heart.

Next time one of those well-meaning, loud-mouthed, pushy Christians shakes his Bible in your face and tells you that Jesus is really ticked at you because you dared to support stem-cell research, or because you support the environment, or because you oppose abortion, or because you favor the Ten Commandments in public places, greet him with a “holy kiss” and offer him the peace of Christ.

In fact, you can oppose the war in Iraq or support it; you can be anti-abortion or pro-woman; you can climb on the table in a restaurant and obnoxiously pray out loud, or you can sit quietly, enjoy a great glass of wine, and not pray in public at all. You can support the death penalty, although I personally wish you wouldn’t do that, and Jesus will not be mad at you. You can smoke cigarettes and die from lung cancer fifteen years too early. Your family will probably have a lot of anger about that. Death tends to create a lot of anger, especially the unnecessary ones.

Having Christians engage in honest and candid conversation about all the challenges facing us in this world makes a lot of sense to me. All these angry Christians threatening us with the wrath of God for daring to disagree – now, that makes no sense at all.

As far as Jesus being mad at you for living a good life and trying to figure out what to believe, he’s not mad. “Forget about it.” And tell Christians to stop threatening you. That is not the way of Jesus. May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.
MISSION NOTES

Three Saturdays in March has been wonderful!

Have you seen Merriann Craig’s hand-decorated bags?

The lunch assembly line?

Generosity of time and contributions from our FBC family?

Parents, grandparents and kids doing mission together?

One more Saturday—on March 25th!

We will do it again in the Fall!

Rebuilding Together Dayton

Have you heard about the Women’s House?

Or the FBC house team led by Daryl Bogan and Phil Lilly?

This year FBC will be working on two houses—April 29th!

See Amy Radachi, Daryl or Phil.

Don’t forget!

Bring food for the Food Bank

on Communion Sunday, April 2nd!

FLOWER CONTAINERS NEEDED

Margaret Barker is collecting empty (and clean) plastic flower containers—pint to half-gallon sizes. Please bring to the church and the Barkers will pick them up.


In this Lenten season we church musicians have been busily preparing. The Celebration Ringers will ring two pieces on Sunday, March 26. We recently needed to purchase a new bell to replace a damaged one. The new bell looked so much better that the rest of the bells that we needed to polish the entire set. They look great and will sound great on March 26. The Chancel Choir has accepted the challenge of preparing "Missa Brevis in F" K.192 of Mozart for Palm Sunday. We will present it with strings and organ. We are also preparing for a glorious Easter Sunday with brass ensemble. There is still time to get involved this season!
NEW ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES

BEGIN APRIL 2!

The Gospel of Mark:  Mark Craig will lead this study of the New Testament Book of Mark. This gospel is the shortest and probably simplest of the four Gospels. The story line is a crisp and fast moving account of the life of Christ. This study will reveal the pattern of the selfless servant of Christ and those that follow. The class will meet Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the library.

The Doctrine of the Trinity: Philip Lilly will lead this study of one of the most controversial church doctrines, i.e., the Trinity. The focus of this class will be to examine the "inner" or Trinitarian relationships within the being of God. The class will meet Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapel.
Peace Movements: This is a continuation of last term’s class taught by Dr. Gary Percesepe and "home-hosted" by Jule and Treva. It examines leaders and the dynamics of peace movements around the world and throughout time. Times and location are TBA.

AN EVENING OF OPERA

Please join us at Wright State University on Friday, May 12th at 7:30 p.m.  See Kristen Jayne in Menotti’s opera “The Medium.”  See Chris Puckett in Puccini’s opera “Gianni Schicchi.”  Enjoy dessert and conversation after the opera at the Landis’, 4760 Blue Spruce Ct.  Tickets reasonably priced at $10.  Contact Janet Landis at 237-9127 for details!

MISSION IN PROGRESS…

Sometimes there aren’t any warning signs. Sometimes the hurt is on the inside. Just because you can’t see it, doesn’t mean it’s not there.  Child abuse.  It comes in many forms and takes many lives. We, as a community, must do something to ensure that our children grow up in a safe and healthy environment. April is National Child Abuse Prevention month and FBC will be doing our part to support those in our community who are the most vulnerable—our children. A Stewards of Children child abuse prevention training, through Montgomery County’s child advocacy center, CAREHouse, will be offered. Details upcoming. Prayers requested.

EASTER FLOWERS

You are invited to share in the decoration of the sanctuary with spring flowers on Easter Sunday. A gift of $20 is suggested. Orders and payments must be received by Monday, April 3. Checks should be made payable to First Baptist Church, marked “Easter Flowers.” Please call Linda Blair at 222-4691.
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From the Babbs: Thanks to the Deborah Circle for the beautiful plant, to the Bogans for the poinsettia at Christmas, to Dr. Kennedy and Rev. & Mrs. Don Thrash for the visits, and to the congregation for the prayers, cards and phone calls. Your concerns and support are appreciated very much. It’s good to be back home.

From Mildred Schell: My appreciation far exceeds the many weeks of slow recovery as I think about the shower of calls, cards and visits rooted in the loving care of our church family—the basis of my faith, friendship and fellowship. Many, many thanks to all of you.

FROM THE LOFT


By Ray Landis








