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Founder’s Day:

Celebrating 179 Years

of Ministry

First Baptist Church celebrates her 179th birthday. This year the theme of Founder’s Day will be the vision and ministry of our beloved pastor of 34 years, Dr. Charles L. Seasholes. During his study sabbatical in June, our lead pastor, Dr. Rodney W. Kennedy, will be working on a book about Dr. Seasholes and his mainline classical liberalism at First Baptist Church. The study will compare the liberalism of Dr. Seasholes with the current state of mainline liberalism.  Dr. Kennedy will attempt to celebrate the strengths of this particular strain of American Christianity, as well as discern ways in which the liberal vision may have missed the target.

During worship on May 28th, FBC members of 50 or more years will be recognized.

A day of memory and a day of celebration and a day of vision. First Baptist Church will gather to thank God for all that has been, for what is, and for what will be. There is a continuity between the past, present, and future of this gathered community of faith.

We will affirm our heritage as Christians, as members of the universal church of Jesus Christ (one body, one baptism, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith), and our independent, local, and autonomous history as Baptists.
We are the First Baptist Church of Dayton, Ohio. Each day we strive to be a center for progressive Christian thought, action, and mission. Our vision is a church that provides an intellectual vigor and heart-felt passion for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Yes, we are Baptists, but we are not those Baptists that you hear regularly denigrated by folks of other denominations. We are not narrow-minded, judgmental, and exclusionary Baptists.

The doors of FBC are wide open. Our welcome is extended in every direction to include all. Our vision is that of building here an interdenominational, interracial, and intercultural congregation. Here at FBC you are welcome and your opinions, thoughts, and beliefs are welcome. 

We are the First Baptist Church of Dayton, Ohio.

Graduates! Teachers! Youth!

 

Sunday, June 11th
What a Day It Will Be!
June 11th is Graduate Recognition Sunday! We will be recognizing all recent and upcoming graduates during the 10:30 a.m. service. If you or a family member graduated last fall or will be graduating this year, please contact the church office with that information.

June 11th is Youth Sunday! Our youth will be leading our worship service so this will be an exciting service full of fresh insights and perspectives.

June 11th is Teacher Recognition Sunday! Sunday School teachers will be recognized during the 10:30 a.m. service and at a luncheon following the service. Teachers and their families are welcome at this lunch provided by the Board of Christian Education. Please RSVP to the church office if you can attend.
One Great Hour of Sharing
June Mission Offering

“When was it that we saw you… thirsty?”
--Matthew 25:37

Your support of One Great Hour of Sharing brings fresh water to thirsty communities around the globe. Water is the single most important nutrient needed for human beings to sustain life. It is also critical for food production. In fact, about 80% of food emergencies are linked to water. Finding clean water to drink or locating a water source for irrigation is a matter of life and death.

Recently, One Great Hour of Sharing provided funding to decontaminate wells in Gonaives, Haiti that were polluted when Hurricane Jeanne hit in 2004. Funds were also given to the Kalimantan province in Indonesia to clean up the heavily polluted Barrito River and restore a drinkable water source.

Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing have enabled American Baptists to provide life-sustaining water to people around the world and much more. Emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee resettlement, and development assistance are all ways in which your gifts are used to meet human needs wherever they occur.

Help the thirsty find water, the hungry grow food, the sick receive treatment, and the homeless find shelter—all with your gifts. It’s remarkable what your gift will do.  Please give generously in June.

Circle Dates
The Deborah Circle will gather for their Annual Family Picnic on Tuesday, May 16, 6:00 p.m. at the home of Martha Burtenshaw. Please bring a dish to share. This is a rain or shine event!

The Naomi Circle will meet Wednesday, May 17, 12 noon at the home of Janett Cavender. Please bring a sandwich.

An Invitation from the Lilly’s

Phil and Carol Lilly would like to invite their First Baptist family to Phil's graduation from United Theological Seminary on Saturday, May 13th at 1:30 PM. Phil will receive his Doctor of Ministry degree. The event will take place at the Precious Blood Catholic Church located at 4961 Salem Ave. (near Denlinger Rd).
Last Call
Please join us this Friday, May 12, 7:30 p.m. at Wright State University. See Kristen Jayne in Menotti’s opera “The Medium.”  See Chris Puckett in Puccini’s opera “Gianni Schicchi.” Enjoy dessert and conversation after the opera at the Landis’, 4760 Blue Spruce Ct.  Contact Janet Landis at 237-9127.

Vacation Bible School

at First Baptist Church

Vacation Bible School for children between the ages of 6-12 will be held at FBC July 10-14, 2006. Sessions will be held every day from 9 a.m. to noon. Activities will include games, crafts, Bible study, story telling, and music. Children can attend one or more days. If you have any questions about VBS at FBC, ask Bev Harrell, Phil Lilly, or any member of the Board of Christian Education. More details to come.
Baseball in July
Back for his third season, Dr. Kennedy will be coaching baseball for our children on Monday evenings beginning July 10th for four weeks. We will meet at Shafor Park at 6:30 p.m. Children wishing to improve their baseball skills and/or wanting to have a good time are invited. Parents are welcome to participate or be cheerleaders.

Child Abuse Prevention

Mission in Progress
It’s difficult to know how one person can make a difference when it comes to the devastating problem of child abuse---however, you can!  By becoming aware of the facts surrounding child abuse and taking a proactive role to protect our children, we can provide a brighter future for generations to come.
FBC is committed to making a difference in the lives of children, families, and our community. We invite you to be our guest for a Stewards of Children training on June 24th, from 9:00 AM til 1:00 PM at FBC. Please reserve this date and join FBC and CAREHouse Prevention Specialist, Denise Jenkins, so that we can continue to make a difference in the lives of children. A registration form will be forthcoming. Thank you in advance for your personal commitment to this mission effort!
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Congratulations to Matthew and Mary (Taylor) Stone on the adoption of Benjamin Taylor Stone, born May 4, 2006 in Louisville, KY. Proud grandparents are Ken and Emily Taylor.

The Right Hand of Fellowship was extended to Coleman and Jordan Fannin on May 7, 2006.

From Diana Petry: Thank you and appreciation to the First Baptist Church family for your contributions of food and other services provided for the Georgia Blosser family dinner and reception. It helped me to see how blessed we are to have a caring church family.

Thank you to Janet Lasley for the new DCDC signs now located on Monument and next to the daycare entrance.

If you or anyone you know would like a visit, please contact Linda at the church office or put the information on a green card on Sunday and drop it in the offering bag.






















