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One Great Hour of Sharing

June Mission Offering

“When was it that we saw you… thirsty?”

--Matthew 25:37

Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing have enabled American Baptists to provide life-sustaining water to people around the world and much more. Emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee resettlement, and development assistance are all ways in which your gifts are used to meet human needs wherever they occur.

Help the thirsty find water, the hungry grow food, the sick receive treatment, and the homeless find shelter—all with your gifts. It’s remarkable what your gift will do.  Please give generously in June.
June 11th – A Special Day!
Graduate Recognition Sunday! We will be recognizing all recent and upcoming graduates during the 10:30 a.m. service. If you or a family member graduated last fall or will be graduating this year, please contact the church office with that information.

Youth Sunday! Our youth will be leading our worship service so this will be an exciting service full of fresh insights and perspectives.

Teacher Recognition Sunday! Sunday School teachers will be recognized during the 10:30 a.m. service and at a luncheon following the service. Teachers and their families are welcome at this lunch provided by the Board of Christian Education. Please RSVP to the church office if you can attend.

The Prophets and Peace

Dr. Rodney W. Kennedy

The rhetoric of American politics and our consciousness have been claimed by false fields of perception and idolatrous systems of rhetoric.  Basic Christian virtues have been turned into vices.  Thoughtful, question-bearing, and hopeful people are a threat to such a culture.  Peacemakers are now traitors in the “devil’s term” rhetoric of the new age.  Patriots are warmongers.  On both sides the strident labels are slapped on people with little caution and even less dignity.
How did this happen?  How did we allow ourselves to be victimized by cheap and empty rhetorical slogans, labels, and jingles?  Even a modicum of thoughtfulness can lead to the conclusion that a citizen can be a patriot peacekeeper.  If you disagree, the burden of proof is on you.  After all, praying for peace is a powerful way of supporting our troops.  So where do we go to recover the true meaning of PEACE?
I offer you a reading assignment.  Beginning with Isaiah and ending with Malachi, I ask you to read through the Old Testament prophets.  After all, have you noticed how conspicuous the prophets are by their absence from the preaching of American pastors?
Why read the prophets?  Well, for one thing we need to read the entire Bible.  The prophets may also save us from our own garden-variety prejudices.  More importantly, the task of prophetic ministry is to provide an alternative rhetoric to the message of the dominant culture.  Do not lose sight of the fact that the churches and clergy, by and large have been co-opted and domesticated, and if a preacher dares speak out against the dominant culture, she is labeled and smeared with devil terms and systematically marginalized.

My own experience here in Dayton bears out my contention.  Whenever I raise my voice against the dominant culture, I am called “the only liberal Baptist preacher in Ohio” and some nasty names.
Reading the prophets may put some backbone back into Christians, especially the preacher variety. We may discover in Jeremiah the power of godly complaint. We may pick up from Isaiah the power of a vision of peace.  We may learn from Amos the righteous indignation necessary to confront our greed-filled world.  Preachers are not puppets of their congregations; they are mouth pieces of God’s Word.  Preachers are not mirrors of popular culture; they are supposed to point people to God.
The prophets attempt to produce a new social reality – where there is peace, justice, and truth.  Do you remember the story of lovable creatures called Shmoos?  Whenever Shmoos showed up, people automatically told the truth.  Finally, the human race hunted down the Shmoos and destroyed them. Why? Because the whole world was falling apart – politics, business, marriages, even churches.  Our world is built on falsity.
So what’s the answer?  A whole new world!  If George Steiner is right in claiming that all language is designed for self-protection and deceiving neighbors, then we will need a whole new world to live in: a kingdom of God.  What the prophets ask for is a whole new social order built on peace, truth, and love.  May the message of the prophets fall down like spring rains upon our heads and our hearts.  Take up your Bible and read the prophets!
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Founder’s Sunday – May 28th
During worship on May 28th FBC members of 50 years or more will be honored. We are indebted to them!

Class Party at Orville Wright

The Mission Board sponsored class at Orville Wright Elementary School on E. Fifth Street will hold their end-of-the-year Pizza Party on Tuesday, May 30 at 1:00 PM.  Donations of cookies, chips and pop would be greatly appreciated. You may drop off items at the church. Volunteers are always welcome to attend! Contact Gretchen Root (937-748-2204).

Baptist History and Polity:

The Amazing Congregational Maze

 
NEW COURSE OFFERING

UNITED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

 
Dr. Kennedy will be teaching a course in Baptist History and Polity at United Theological Seminary this fall.  The course, the first course in the new Department of Baptist Studies, is open to interested members of First Baptist Church.  Students will read primary source material in Baptist history, review the history of the Baptist church in the U.S.A. from the 17th century to the present, and discover the primary theological emphases of Baptists in America.  Material will be presented in lecture form with accompanying PowerPoint and video materials, as well as group projects and discussion.

Beginning on September 6, the class will meet each Tuesday from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Please contact Dr. Kennedy for an enrollment form.
LEAD Community Issues Meeting
Please join LEAD (Leaders for Equality and Action in Dayton) on Monday, June 5 at 6:15 PM at College Hill Presbyterian Church (corner of Philadelphia & Cornell). LEAD members will update us on the progress of current initiatives on housing, crime, education and youth in Dayton. Be a part of future decisions regarding these issues as we work for justice in our community.

Annual Church Picnic
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Sunday, June 25

after church

Tom Cloud Park

(details in next issue)

VBS at FBC

Vacation Bible School for children between the ages of 6-12 will be held at FBC July 10-14, 2006. Sessions will be held every day from 9 a.m. to noon. Activities will include games, crafts, Bible study, story telling, and music. Children can attend one or more days. If you have any questions about VBS at FBC, ask Bev Harrell, Phil Lilly, or any member of the Board of Christian Education.

What Do Americans Know
About Religion?

In a survey conducted by the Council for America’s First Freedom: 

1. Thirty-seven percent correctly identified Islam as the world’s fastest-growing religion (an equal number surmised it was Christianity).

2. Only one in six were aware that the text commonly referred to as the Old Testament was considered sacred in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam.

3. Fewer than half correctly identified the First Amendment to the Constitution as the text guaranteeing their religious freedom.  Thirty-two percent said it was the Declaration of Independence, nine percent said the Ten Commandments, and two percent said the Emancipation Proclamation.
4. Freedom of religion was the most important legal guarantee for 53 percent of respondents.

“I’m told half the people don’t read the newspaper and half the people don’t vote.  One hopes it is the same half.”  (Gore Vidal)
Baseball in July

Back for his third season, Dr. Kennedy will be coaching baseball for our children on Monday evenings beginning July 10th for four weeks. We will meet at Shafor Park at 6:30 p.m. Children wishing to improve their baseball skills and/or wanting to have a good time are invited. Parents are welcome to participate or be cheerleaders.
Share the Love!

Sunday School teachers are needed for the upcoming school year. All are welcome to sign up to teach a class for fall, winter or spring quarter. There are sign-up sheets available in the Assembly Room for each age group and quarter. This is a wonderful opportunity to share your faith while getting to know the youth in our church family!

A Summer Mission Challenge

June 4 & 11 … Scrub-a-dub-dub stay clean Sundays:  Bring gently used or new towels. Also small bottles of shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, razors, and underwear.

June 18 & 25 … Save me from the Sunshine Sundays:  Caps, sun screen, chap stick, t-shirts, and WATER BOTTLES.

(Items will be donated to The Other Place.)

Child Abuse Prevention

Mission in Progress
It’s difficult to know how one person can make a difference when it comes to the devastating problem of child abuse---however, you can!  FBC is committed to making a difference in the lives of children, families, and our community. We invite you to be our guest for a Stewards of Children training on June 24th, from 9:00 AM til 1:00 PM at FBC. Please reserve this date and join FBC and CAREHouse Prevention Specialist, Denise Jenkins, so that we can continue to make a difference in the lives of children. To register please call the church office (222-4691).

The Right Hand of Fellowship was extended to Glenna Rogers on May 7, 2006.






















