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Sabbatical Report to the

Congregation of FBC

Rodney Kennedy, Lead Pastor

During my sabbatical I completed the selection and editing of a book of my essays. Many of these essays have appeared in printed form in other venues. Others are unpublished works of mine. In addition, I completed the first chapter and an extended outline of a new book, A Rhetorical History of Baptists. Judson Press is considering publishing the completed manuscript. A few introductory paragraphs of the book are printed below:

Chapter 1:  Introduction to A Rhetorical History of Baptists

When the word “rhetoric” pops up in discussion, there’s usually an adjective attached: “mere.” More often than not, politicians and preachers, especially, use the term to refer to talk without action, words void of content, or flowery, ornamental speech. When two sides of an argument are presented, one of the trite charges often leveled: “That’s mere rhetoric.”

Rhetoric, however, has rich historical connotations for us. A long and distinguished history as art dates back to classical Greece and Rome. Although my focus in this book is on Baptist use of rhetorical arguments, I will begin with a general overview of the rhetorical tradition in Baptist preaching, writing, and speaking. I hope this brief review will eliminate much of the negative carping popularly associated with the term “rhetoric” and provide a foundation for a critique of Baptist rhetorical strategies.

My purpose is to utilize modern rhetorical theory to investigate and critique the major debates among Baptists in America. The chronological development of the work traces Baptist rhetorical strategies in seven main debates that have filled much of our history as Baptists.

The thesis of this work is straightforward. It suggests that a dominant metaphor of Baptist life is argument equals Baptist. Mark Johnson, in Metaphors We Live By, suggests that a primary metaphor of our culture is “Argument is war.” This polemical, divisive spirit offers both the strengths and weaknesses of the Baptist movement. The book traces significant issues of Baptist history from the seventeenth through the twentieth centuries. It accents the basic arguments that have given life and vitality to the Baptist faith. While not written from the perspective of a historian, this work does provide historical accounts of the times, the lives, and the ideas of the chief arguers and rhetoricians of the Baptists.

This is a rhetorical accounting of how Baptists formed, fought, divided, and multiplied around a variety of issues. After all, Baptists are like jalapeno peppers. One or two add wonderful spice; but a dozen or more are too hot to handle.

A Brief History of Baptist Arguing

Begin with a caricature that retains some measure of truth: Where two or three Baptists are gathered, there will be at least four opinions. Baptists have a reputation as fierce dissenters. The seeds of division are implicit in all the positive, passionate, and strong attributes of the people known as Baptists. Part of this argumentative nature may be the result of having to push their way to the Christian table. The very name “Baptists” was employed as a pejorative term against Baptists. Required to defend their lives, their thoughts, and their understanding of the gospel from the outset, Baptists have retained a certain “edginess” that serves as the incubator for arguments at the drop of a theological idea.

The scope of this study will be limited to a particular set of Baptist arguments. I have attempted to select the major controversies of Baptist history, studied and rhetorically critiqued the arguments that were used in each of these controversies, and drawn rhetorical implications and conclusions from those arguments. Among the controversies/arguments presented in this brief rhetorical history are the anti-missionary controversy, restorationism, landmarkism, slavery, the Bible, civil rights, women’s ordination, and gay and lesbian issues.
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Historical Pictures of FBC

A picture is worth a thousand words. This is only a saying, but in our church’s case it can also be true. The Board of Trustees has authorized the gathering of historically significant pictures, paintings and photographs of the church and its activities and creating a “history wall” in the church where they can be displayed, admired and enjoyed.

The Trustees are asking the congregation to join in this picture gathering. If you have pictures, paintings or photographs of our earlier days, please contact Linda Blair at 937-222-4691. You may wish to donate them to the church or, if not, let the church copy them for hanging along side others on the history wall.

A sampling of the pictures gathered thus far include a photograph of the church’s first Annual Banquet on April 8, 1912; a 1948 picture of Orville Wright’s funeral procession coming out the front doors of the church; and, several water colors and a pencil rendering of the church building by local artists. Your pictures can be worth a thousand words. Please help!

Congratulations to

Two More Graduates!

We extend our heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to the following Graduates of the Class of 2006:

Michael Curry
Graduate of Oakwood High School

(Plans to attend the University of Dayton in the fall)

Chris Puckett

B.A. in Music from Wright State University

(Plans to attend the University of Northern

Colorado in the fall)

Coming Soon: Film Night

A thought-provoking movie, popcorn, drinks, discussion and fun. A film chosen to entertain but to also generate discussion. An opportunity for fellowship at FBC.

Renovation Happenings

Rich Appelt, Chair of Trustees

Church members may have noticed that our “old” church has a new look this summer. The exterior renovation was completed by Midwest in late spring. This involved cleaning, tuckpointing, replacing stone, working on the front steps, and painting where necessary.

Ron Petry and Daryl Bogan have completely refurbished our Monument Street doors. They were ably assisted by Steve Venys and Ed Rhodes. This project involved many hours of work!

We also see the results of a complete landscaping project conceived by another church member, Treva Jenkins, owner of Breaking Ground. A generous church member paid half of the cost of this project, thus ensuring that it was accomplished now and not several years later.

Finally, Ron Petry has been in charge of a complete engineering study of our church’s sound system undertaken with an old Dayton firm, Copp Systems Integrator. The intent is to develop a complete plan for installing a new sound system in the near future. The proposal will have separate budgets for the sanctuary, dining room, and assembly area. The Executive Council will have the final say on the new project, so that body will evaluate the proposals and vote in the future. The Council has been very receptive to requests for funding for this study and for the front door work, and the Trustees thank the members for their help. Enjoy our beautiful church!

Dr. K’s Baseball Club
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Back for his third season, Dr. Kennedy is coaching baseball for our children on Monday evenings at Shafor Park at 6:30 p.m. Children wishing to improve their baseball skills and/or wanting to have a good time are invited. Parents are welcome to participate or be cheerleaders. We will meet for 3 more Mondays: July 17, 24, and 31.
Mission Notes

FBC is doing great—Food for the Pantries, Other Place Challenges, Stewards of Children Training, the end-of-the-year party for our special class at Orville Wright School. We will have information on a number of programs and issues developing in Dayton—DayBreak expansion, the "End of Homelessness" plan which will generate much discussion, changes at The Other Place and troubling statistics.

July 16 – Tee’d Off, Tee It Up, Tee Shirt: It’s hot! Clothes don’t survive the life on the streets. Gently used or new tee shirts, baseball caps.

July 23 & 30 – Yet Another Stinkin’ Sunday: Or any other day of the week. Deodorant, sunscreen, chapstick, and skin lotion.

A reminder to bring canned goods every 1st Sunday (Communion Sunday) for the Food Bank.

Be a Fan!

Come and join the fans in the stands and watch the First Baptist coed softball team, “The Mighty River Rats” play at 7:10 at Beavercreek’s Rotary Park on Dayton-Xenia Road.






















