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SING! SING! SING!
Rodney W. Kennedy, Lead Pastor

A seminarian once married another seminarian simply because this person could sing so beautifully.  One morning, months after the honeymoon, the spouse so enamored with his partner’s singing looked over at the sleeping singer and cried out, “Sing, darling, sing.”

Church is about the only place left where people actually sing together.  But it is suffering from a lack of enthusiasm.  As a rule, Americans no longer sing, and we especially are unwilling to raise the roof with song unless we’ve had too much to drink.  Why is this so?

Well, we hire people to do our singing.  Our world is saturated with music from Muzak to iPods.  Music of every kind everywhere.  Music blaring from the cars of fools who think we want to listen to their kind of music!  Music at the restaurant and in the mall stores.  Music all around us in surround-sound, and we’re all ears!  Mostly we listen.

This music listening has been going on so long and so loud that an entire generation of Americans are losing their hearing.  Now our habit of listening impacts Sunday worship.  We walk through the doors of the church expecting someone else to do the singing.  Well, I protest.  Congregational singing is what unites us.  As Baptists, it is about the only participative event in the entire worship.  We have no creed, no prayer of confession, no litany, no responsive readings (well, we have one occasionally, but most of you don’t care for it), and few unison prayers.  If we aren’t singing, we are just fooling around on Sunday morning.  We’re being too polite, too uptight, and too laid back.

If we don’t sing out loud together, we turn our worship into a spectator sport.  We might as well be at a Reds game (not a bad idea on any given night).  At least at a Reds game, people sing out on “Take Me Out to the Ballgame.”

I am begging you to belt out those congregational hymns on Sunday morning.  Don’t be afraid someone will confuse us with the Charismatics.  We don’t have near enough energy for that comparison.  And please stop thinking that it doesn’t matter whether you sing or not.  Let it rip.  This is not about purity or perfection.  This is about assembly in the praise of Jesus Christ.  When we add all our voices in song, we are doing what the church must do: praise, thanksgiving, pleading, and offering.  If we don’t sing well, I am afraid we don’t live very well during the week.

Our reticence says something, maybe even several “somethings” about us. It may say that we are too particular.  It may say that we are too embarrassed and are afraid someone will accuse us of actually enjoying and taking delight in the music.  It may say that we are on our way to becoming “God’s frozen chosen.”  It may be that we don’t want to lose the tight control where we keep our faith.  It may be that we are insecure and are afraid someone will think we are “ignorant.”  Or, it may even say that we no longer identify with the songs we are singing and that they no longer tickle our singing mechanism and we have no desire left to sing out loud.

The congregational singing is our worship.  There is no other way for me to effectively enter into the worship.  I’ve got that sermon all choked up inside me and it is driving me out of my mind.  Until I can get rid of that sermon, I can hardly breathe. Yet when you actually put all your heart and soul into singing, you give me a little relief.  You set my soul on fire.  God expects us to sing, and if we don’t sing out with passion, worship simply fails to happen.

Don’t tiptoe through the hymns.  Don’t treat the hymn as if the windows might break.  I am convinced that our holding back in the hymn is indicative of some awful worship lessons rooted somewhere back in our past.  There’s a voice whispering somewhere in our Sunday morning ears, “Good little Christians don’t sing out loud.”  Well, forget that and sing out loud.  I dare you.

If you want better sermons, you have to sing better, louder, and more powerfully.  Nothing would inspire me more than for the congregation of First Baptist Church to blast out a hymn as if we were all drunk.  After all, Saint Paul says, “Be not drunk with wine, but be filled with the Spirit.” Nothing would please me more than a congregation full of sober but happy Baptists singing out loud.  Now that would be amazing grace! And glory to me!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!
*

RABBI DAVID SOFIAN

Pulpit Guest at FBC on August 27

In the first of a series of interfaith and ecumenical events, First Baptist Church is pleased to announce that Rabbi David Sofian, head rabbi at Temple Israel, Dayton, will be our pulpit guest on August 27, 2006. As FBC continues to develop relationships with other Christian groups and other religious groups, here is a wonderful opportunity to hear Rabbi Sofian.

MUSIC MONTH AT FBC

Our Music Pledge Campaign started August 6th. We are off to a great start. Please keep in mind that our goal is to enhance and improve the quality of our worship. We are attempting to offer a blended service that incorporates a wide range of music. Arguments about tastes in music are not an option. We are attempting to explore the vast portfolio of music from classical to contemporary.

Worship is the defining act of our congregation. How we worship matters and it matters a lot. If you can play a musical instrument, sign up to play in the new FBC Orchestra. If you like to sing, JOIN the Chancel Choir. If you like Gospel Music, you can join our new Gospel Ensemble. We are going to play and sing with all our hearts.

Here's our worship vision in capsule form: A fifty-voice choir backed by our fantastic organ, our grand piano, and the FBC Orchestra providing the best possible music. Don't tell anyone our little secret, but we want Westminster to hear about our music.

Here's why: First Baptist Church matters and it matters as much as anything in the world. Our Lead Pastor, Dr. Kennedy says, “I believe that preaching is the most important business in the world and I only know one way to preach: all out. I give every fiber of my being to the act of preaching within the context of worship. The more prepared we are, the harder we practice, and the more work we do on our worship, the better all of our worship will be. The sermons will improve. The congregation will be uplifted and inspired and moved. We will have a legitimate sense of pride in who we are and what we are doing for the glory of God.”
Music Pledge Month is for you. Sign up today. Get your pledge card back to the church office or email your commitment to rwkennedy@fbcdayton.org.
First Baptist Church is on the move. Our devotion to quality growth and improvement will not play second fiddle to anyone or anything.

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

FIRST NOTES

Music Pledge Card

___  Yes! I will be a member of the music



team at FBC.

I will participate in the following:
___  Chancel Choir

___  Adult Bell Choir

___  Children’s Bell Choir

___  FBC Orchestra

___  First Liturgical Dance Troop

___  First Voices (Contemporary & Gospel


Music Band)

NAME:  __________________________________

SIGNATURE:  _____________________________
__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Aug. 20:  C.E. Board & Fall Teachers, 9:30 AM

Aug. 20:  Congregational Meeting after service

Aug. 20:  Trustees Meeting after service

Aug. 29:  Executive Council, 6:30 PM

Sep. 2:  Worship, Music & Arts Committee, 9:30 AM

Sep. 13:  All Boards, 6:00 PM, Mission Board hosts

MISSION CHALLENGE – LATE SUMMER

For those who come to our door (evolving program)
1)

Sack Meals--Remember the sack lunch project for the homeless last Spring? Now it’s sack meals for those who come to FBC and ask for food. We will need packets of tuna, “lunchables”, water or juice, dessert, canned fruit.  Sign up on the Mission bulletin board to contribute and to help assemble.

2)
Hook up through a United Way link dedicated to faith partners in Dayton--makes available referrals and help for a variety of problems from housing to food to health care and beyond; tune in for more information.


3)
Bus tokens – for transportation needs.

See Karen Reed, Pat Rousseau or Dr. Lilly for information.

The Other Place:  Listen to Dr. Lilly each Sunday when he suggests an item for you to bring the following week. The Other Place always needs a variety of things for those who stay at the day shelter. AUGUST 20 IS TOOTHBRUSH SUNDAY; AUGUST 27 IS TOOTHPASTE SUNDAY.

School Supplies for Orville Wright; Dayton Christian Center kids; DECA and kids in foster care.  Packs of wide-ruled paper; packs of #2 pencils; crayons; erasers; pencil cases to fit in a notebook; 3-ring notebooks (2-inch); see the Mission bulletin board.
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The Right Hand of Fellowship was extended to Leah Berg and Andrew Brough on August 6, 2006. Their faith partners are Luann and Tim Meador.

Congratulations to Kimberly Bogan and Nate Owens who were married at FBC on July 15, 2006.






















