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INVITE A FRIEND!

To Our First Baptist Church Families,


On Sunday, September 10, we will begin our 2006-2007 Sunday School program. We want to see all of your names written on the gigantic kite that will be flying high over the Miami River as we launch our new church year.


In addition to celebrating the new church year, we will be taking a short look back at some of our recent accomplishments, such as:

· A successful Capital Campaign

· Expanded music program, including music interns from U.D., Wright State, and Sinclair

· Inspirational Vacation Bible School

· Increased church membership

· Beautification of our church home, both inside and out

· Significant mission outreach.


These were made possible through a church-wide spirit of team work with stimulating and challenging sermons from our pulpit.


Mark your calendar for Sunday, September 10, for a day of reflection on our past and projection for our future. Let’s fill every seat in our beautiful sanctuary and Praise His Name!

Sincerely,

The Worship, Music & Arts Committee

ABC OHIO ANNUAL MEETING

October 12-14

The Columbus: A Renaissance Hotel

Columbus OH

From Dr. Rodney Kennedy:

On Thursday, October 12 at 2:00 p.m., ABC Ohio will convene its annual business meeting. This year delegates will vote on a proposed amendment to the ABC Ohio Constitution.

The proposed amendment will allow ABC Ohio churches to withdraw from ABC USA (our national denomination) and retain membership in ABC Ohio.
For the past several weeks, I have prayerfully considered the nature of this amendment. I have reached the conclusion that this amendment is a thinly disguised way for churches to leave the denomination while remaining in fellowship with ABC Ohio.  I can’t fathom how a church would want to be in fellowship with an ABC USA region but not in fellowship with the denomination.  It appears that we have churches that want to make sure that they do not face the loss of their property if and when they leave the denomination. Many ABC Ohio churches have clauses in their deeds that stipulate the return of their property to the region if they ever stop being an ABC church.

At the September meeting of the Executive Council of FBC Dayton, I will present a motion that we oppose this amendment to the region’s Constitution.  I will ask the Executive Council to approve a slate of delegates to attend the Annual Meeting to cast their votes against the proposed amendment.  First Baptist Church Dayton has 12 delegates eligible to attend the Annual Meeting. If you are willing to represent us at the Annual Meeting, please let me know by September 15. I would like for us to have our full slate of elected delegates at this meeting.

My rationale for opposing the proposed amendment: If a pastor and a church don’t wish to be in fellowship with ABC USA, then why should they be allowed to be in fellowship with a region that has full membership in ABC USA? Keep in mind that ABC Ohio Board of Regional Ministries has affirmed ABC Ohio’s commitment to remain in covenant with ABC USA as an American Baptist Region.  How will we vision and plan for the future on boards and committees consisting of pastors and church members who are not part of the denomination? Isn’t this amendment the same as withdrawing from the denomination? Of course it is. Why engage in the politics of attempting to “have your cake and eat it too?”
*
LAUNCH SUNDAY

September 10

Our Fall quarter begins on Sunday, September 10. New Sunday School classes and a Launch Sunday celebration will mark the day. Enjoy the food, festivity, and fun and watch the launch of a giant FBC kite. The sky is the limit!
Circle the date …

Tell your friends …

Invite a neighbor …

Don’t miss Sunday, September 10!
*

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES

Begin September 10

Sundays at 9:15 AM

· Young Adult Class – A permanent class focusing on the challenges and issues confronting the young adults at FBC. The group is open to college students and other singles as well. Class will meet in the Chapel. Class leaders will be Coleman and Jordan Fannin.

· Bible Book Study Series – Dr. Phil Lilly will lead a class in an introduction to the Old Testament book of Genesis. Class will meet in the Library.

· Contemporary Book Study – Rev. Dr. Jim and Rev. Debbie Kelsey will lead a discussion group that will be reading and browsing through the illuminating book Whose Land? Whose Promise – What Christians Are Not Being Told About Israel and the Palestinians, by Gary Burge. The class will meet in the Parlor area. Books will be available during the first class at a discount.

· Topical Study – Lead Pastor Dr. Kennedy will be facilitating this class on Theological Reflections on the Ministry and Vision of First Baptist Church. Class will meet in the Assembly Room.

CHURCH IMPROVEMENT

TEAM OF FBC DAYTON

Dr. Rod Kennedy


I am inviting you to join me on the Church Improvement Team of FBC Dayton. This is a study group that will explore ways to prepare our church for the future. Bring a sandwich and join me at the church on Tuesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. The team will meet on September 19, 26, October 3, 10, 17, and 24. Drinks and other snacks will be provided.


Here’s your assignment: Obtain a copy of Reggie McNeal’s book, The Present Future: Six Tough Questions for the Church, and read it prior to September 19.  Copies of the book are available in the church office for $25.  Attend the six one-hour sessions of the group. We will spend this time strategizing a mission for expanding the kingdom of God in our city. Everything we now do and everything we might one day do will be on the table for discussion, critique, and evaluation. I will do about 15 minutes of visioning and we will then spend 45 minutes dealing with one of the tough questions. We will report our conclusions to the Executive Council at its November meeting. I look forward to doing this work with you.

YOUTH & PARENTS:

REDS BALLGAME OUTING

Plans are underway for an outing to a Reds ballgame on Sunday, September 24th (Cubs vs. Reds). We need a headcount as soon as possible, so please contact one of the following: Mark Craig at mcraig9@woh.rr.com or 648-6942; Rod Kennedy at rkennedy13@woh.rr.com; or the church office at 222-4691 or fbc@fbcdayton.org.

ART SHOWS

The next time you’re at the church, please peruse the art shows in the assembly room. The center show is made up of a collection of art works featuring our church building. The other art works are from local students. The current showing will run until Sep. 17th.  Beginning Sep. 24th Tonya Everhart’s art work will be on display through Nov. 5th.

ALL BOARDS DINNER & MEETINGS

Wednesday, September 13

Dinner at 6:00 (hosted by Mission Bd.)

Meetings at 7:00
LEADERS FOR EQUALITY AND

ACTION IN DAYTON (LEAD)

LEAD’s sixteen faith groups combine to work for a better City of Dayton. Your presence and help are needed toward quality education, youth off-the-streets, and improved housing stock.

Tue., Sep. 19:
LEAD RALLY, St. Benedict the Moor Church, 6:15 p.m., 519 Liscum Dr. (Route 35, SW on Liscum – church is visible from Route 35)

Sun., Sep. 24:
LEAD Light Supper & Conversation at the home of Roger and Joanne Stephens, 4:30 p.m.

Mon., Oct. 16:
LEAD Action Assembly, Our Lady of Mercy, 6:15 p.m.
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Congratulations to Sarah Beam and Cory Minton who were married at FBC on August 20.  Sarah is the daughter of Jerry and Molly Beam and granddaughter of Libby Hornbeck.






















