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The Tale of a Bus Token
Brother, can you spare a pack?

By the Mission Board


Bus tokens are like gold. Look at them. They look gold (or in reality we believe brass). But bus tokens ARE gold at least to the poor and homeless.


Kids at DECA who need a little extra help to succeed have trouble getting it. Transportation is a problem. Their school bus privileges do not extend past school hours so to stay for tutoring and mentoring means the use of bus tokens. Some of them cannot afford the extra money for tokens.


A homeless person looking for a job as that first step to having money to get a permanent home needs bus tokens to get to and from the job center or to go on an interview. Hopefully he or she will earn enough to afford a bus pass once working. But initially they need the gift of tokens.


And the addict who needs treatment—many drug programs do not provide bus tokens so clients can access treatment. They too need the gift of a token.


The Other Place, DECA and other agencies either have no money in their budget to provide tokens or have such a small amount that it disappears all too quickly, leaving the clients without access to transportation.


Please give the gift of a bus token. Almost any United Dairy Farmer sells them in packs of ten. So buy a pack of ten or several packs. Place them in the offering basket on any Sunday or put them in the church office. The Mission Board will leave some at the church to give out to those who come to our door, and distribute others especially to DECA and The Other Place.

The gift of a BUS TOKEN can be a gift of hope.
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FIRST LIFE

Youth Ministry at First Baptist Church

Our new Executive Youth Council has been working hard to develop a ministry that is fun, vibrant, motivational & inspirational. Our church website will soon feature a youth link detailing our youth ministry strategy and will include meeting minutes of our Executive Youth Council so that you can be informed about how First Life is growing, and a full calendar of upcoming opportunities and events. In addition, our hope is to provide a site that is interactive and will provide our youth with healthy Internet sites that will challenge, humor, and plant seeds for new life. In the meantime we have some dates scheduled for the new school year to provide some fellowship and growth opportunities for our youth. Parents and youth, please mark your calendars and come join in the fun!

Sunday, Sep. 17th

5:00pm-6:30pm - First Life Fellowship (Location TBA)

This is the time and day we will be meeting as a youth group, so please mark your calendar through the end of the regular school year. Location will vary from week to week, but the time will be the same. Our hope is that you will commit this time to your calendar and make every attempt to attend. Do your homework early or later, but please donate an hour and a half of your time each week to this purpose. We need your presence to make this a meaningful time for everyone.

Saturday, Sep. 23rd - Sunday, Sep. 24th
First Life Extravaganza! Although we will have met a couple of times already, this will be considered our kickoff event for the new year. This event will include an overnight Lock-In at FBC (chaperones needed), and an outing the next day to a Cincinnati Reds baseball game. The Lock-In will include food, games, movies, devotions, and fellowship. The next morning we will leave church early with family and FBC friends to watch the playoff contending Reds play the Chicago Cubs at 1:15 p.m. Ticket cost will be approximately $20 per ticket. Please contact Mark Craig, Dr. Kennedy or Linda Blair as soon as possible to reserve your seats. We have a limited number of tickets available, but would love to order more. If you need financial assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact Mark Craig or Dr. Kennedy. We never want activity costs to keep our youth or parents from participating in any activity.

You are always encouraged to bring a friend or two to any of the listed activities. Check your e-mail, Sunday bulletin, and the website for more details. If you have any questions about any activities concerning First Life, please contact Mark Craig at mark5967@woh.rr.com or 648-6942.  Keep growing in the faith!

Alan Palmer Joins FBC Staff

as Pastoral Intern
FBC welcomes Alan Palmer to our pastoral staff as a pastoral intern. As part of his contextual education as a Master of Divinity Student at United Theological Seminary, Alan will be working 10–15 hours per week at FBC. He will concentrate in the areas of missions and urban ministry. A graduate of Ohio University, B.S. Zoology (cum laude) and the University of Cincinnati School of Medicine, Alan is a surgeon and a fellow of the American College of Surgeons. First Baptist Church, as part of our partnership with United Theological Seminary, is proud to have Alan Palmer as a member of our pastoral staff.

Attention All Women!

The first Deborah Circle meeting of the year is on Tuesday, Sep. 19 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Linda Thomson. We encourage anyone interested to attend. This is a wonderful group of women who are supportive, giving, faithful, intelligent, loving, funny and resourceful. We help and support others in our circle, church and community. We meet in a different home each month and have a stimulating discussion on that month's topic. Afterwards, we socialize while enjoying delicious desserts. Please contact any Deborah Circle member or Melissa Mikesell if you are interested in attending our meetings (email mmikesell1@earthlink.net or phone 885-4685). Current members: If you haven’t been receiving emails from Melissa, please send her an updated email address so she can add it to her address book.

Baptism Class for Youth

During September Dr. Kennedy is offering a baptism class for our youth at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays.  It will be offered again in October. This is a wonderful opportunity for Dr. Kennedy to teach your children the importance of baptism in our Baptist life, thought, and theology.

Leaders for Equality and

Action in Dayton (LEAD)

One organization that is involved in improving the quality of life in Dayton through their involvement in Youth, Crime, Education and Housing is Leaders for Equality and Action in Dayton (LEAD).

FBC has a history of involvement and support of LEAD and it needs more of our support. We can help them increase the effectiveness of their work. It is up to us to use our talents to be involved in efforts to revitalize the city of Dayton. Some things have improved in the past year, but there is still a long road to travel. Please join us for one or all of the following:

LEAD Rally

Tuesday, September 19, 6:30 PM

St. Benedict the Moor Church, 519 Liscum Dr.

(Rt. 35, SW on Liscum; church visible from Rt. 35)

Current issues will be explained and status

given to get us ready for our ACTION.

LEAD Light Supper & Conversation

Sunday, September 24, 4:30 PM

Hosts: Joanne & Roger Stephens

LEAD Action

Monday, October 16, 6:30 PM

Our Lady of Mercy, 220 Siebenthaler Ave.

(2 blocks W of North Main)

Public officials will be invited to support

LEAD ACTION requests.

Please let one of the following persons know

if you’ll be attending any of the above events:

Karen Reed – 235-1816

Roger Stephens – 299-1265

Charlene Bayless – 293-8794

Welcome New Members 2006!

Wilma Landis

Coleman Fannin

Meredith Lindley

Jordan Fannin

Alexandra Robinson
Tom Duvall

Stephen Williams

Warly Duvall

Donna Williams

Marc Sawyer

Sharon Kohnle

Sue Sawyer

Jimmie Newton

Leah Berg

Melissa Newton

Andrew Brough

David Coggins

Peggy Coggins

Glenna Rogers
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Congratulations to John and Shirley Nash who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Saturday, August 26!

Special thanks from the Trustees to Frank Ruby for helping install air management vents in the sanctuary.

From Linda Mullins: Thank you so much for the visits, prayers and cards during and after my knee surgery. I really appreciate your thoughtfulness.
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ABC OHIO ANNUAL MEETING

October 12-14

The Columbus: A Renaissance Hotel

Columbus OH

From Dr. Rodney Kennedy:

On Thursday, October 12 at 2:00 p.m., ABC Ohio will convene its annual business meeting. This year delegates will vote on a proposed amendment to the ABC Ohio Constitution.

The proposed amendment will allow ABC Ohio churches to withdraw from ABC USA (our national denomination) and retain membership in ABC Ohio.
For the past several weeks, I have prayerfully considered the nature of this amendment. I have reached the conclusion that this amendment is a thinly disguised way for churches to leave the denomination while remaining in fellowship with ABC Ohio.  I can’t fathom how a church would want to be in fellowship with an ABC USA region but not in fellowship with the denomination.  It appears that we have churches that want to make sure that they do not face the loss of their property if and when they leave the denomination. Many ABC Ohio churches have clauses in their deeds that stipulate the return of their property to the region if they ever stop being an ABC church.

At the September meeting of the Executive Council of FBC Dayton, I will present a motion that we oppose this amendment to the region’s Constitution.  I will ask the Executive Council to approve a slate of delegates to attend the Annual Meeting to cast their votes against the proposed amendment.  First Baptist Church Dayton has 12 delegates eligible to attend the Annual Meeting. If you are willing to represent us at the Annual Meeting, please let me know by September 15. I would like for us to have our full slate of elected delegates at this meeting.

My rationale for opposing the proposed amendment: If a pastor and a church don’t wish to be in fellowship with ABC USA, then why should they be allowed to be in fellowship with a region that has full membership in ABC USA? Keep in mind that ABC Ohio Board of Regional Ministries has affirmed ABC Ohio’s commitment to remain in covenant with ABC USA as an American Baptist Region.  How will we vision and plan for the future on boards and committees consisting of pastors and church members who are not part of the denomination? Isn’t this amendment the same as withdrawing from the denomination? Of course it is. Why engage in the politics of attempting to “have your cake and eat it too?”
*

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES

Sundays at 9:15 AM

· Young Adult Class – A permanent class focusing on the challenges and issues confronting the young adults at FBC. The group is open to college students and other singles as well. Class will meet in the Chapel. Class leaders will be Coleman and Jordan Fannin.

· Bible Book Study Series – Dr. Phil Lilly will lead a class in an introduction to the Old Testament book of Genesis. Class will meet in the Library.

· Contemporary Book Study – Rev. Dr. Jim and Rev. Debbie Kelsey will lead a discussion group that will be reading and browsing through the illuminating book Whose Land? Whose Promise – What Christians Are Not Being Told About Israel and the Palestinians, by Gary Burge. The class will meet in the Parlor area. Books will be available during the first class at a discount.

CHURCH IMPROVEMENT

TEAM OF FBC DAYTON

Dr. Rod Kennedy

I am inviting you to join me on the Church Improvement Team of FBC Dayton. This is a study group that will explore ways to prepare our church for the future. Bring a sandwich and join me at the church on Tuesday evenings at 6:45 p.m. The team will meet on September 19, 26, October 3, 10, 17, and 24. Drinks and other snacks will be provided.






















