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Are Christian Politicians

Better?

Dr. Rodney Kennedy



I’ve been considering all the attention the media gives to the religious convictions of politicians. From one segment of the church a truism has evolved: A born-again Christian makes the best public servant. For example, I often see quotes in the newspaper that goes like this: “I voted for him because he is a born again Christian.”



There are potential hazards with such a blanket statement. Theologically, the phrase “born again Christian” is a redundancy.  “Born again” is one of more than fourteen metaphors used in the Greek New Testament to indicate what occurs when a person comes into relationship with Jesus Christ. The primary reference in the Bible concerning “born again” is in John 3. The translation from Greek to English should more accurately be read “born from above.”  To say one is “born again” is just one of many ways of saying that you are a Christian.



There is no evidence that a “born again” person has more political knowledge, savvy, integrity, or ability than someone who doesn’t claim to be born again. Numerous American presidents have been of some persuasion other than “born again.” In recent times, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, George Bush, and George W. Bush have been Christians. In President Carter’s case, his fervent faith seemed to get in the way of his ability to govern. His “energy sermon,” cast in the rhetorical form of a Southern Baptist revival sermon, was roundly criticized and rejected by the media and the nation. Washington D.C. had no intention of operating by the principles of actual Christianity.


A Christian politician has to deal with all those biblical mandates to care for the poor while maintaining a robust economy and keeping the corporations and stockholders happy. She/He has to deal with the obvious pacifism of Jesus and come to grips with the reality that following the Beatitudes would probably wreck American foreign policy. And how in the world can a person in the White House or the state house live by “turning the other cheek,” “going the second mile,” and “forgiving enemies”? Throw in the reality that the “seven cardinal sins” (envy, pride, lust, greed, sloth, anger, and gluttony) are regular cafeteria virtues in politics and you begin to grasp the difficulties of being Christian in politics. When politicians are more often portrayed as “sharks in the water” and “pigs at the trough,” it is hard to see how they resemble “the lamb of God” and the “lion of Judah.” And of course we have to mention those bothersome Ten Commandments, among them: You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor (the spin doctors are in serious jeopardy here).


The politics of elections and governing are never easy and I’m convinced that the current mixture of religion has the potential to further divide and undermine our republic. Who could have ever guessed that the full scale entrance of Christians into politics would be the catalyst for such meanness, hatred, and division? I’d much rather have a Democrat in office than a theocrat, but at best I have more in common with last week’s political cartoon showing two Democrats (Donkeys) talking. One donkey says to the other, “We have a chance this election of being seen as the lesser of two evils.” And that’s with the political field littered with “born again” Christians.


Of all the American presidents, the one I would trust the most with the state of the union is Abraham Lincoln. Numerous treatises have been written about the deep spirituality of President Lincoln. His speeches, especially the Second Inaugural and the Gettysburg Address, exude a deep faith and an amazing connection to God.


If a candidate is well-educated, with a deep understanding of our republic, has the heart of a servant of the people, believes deeply in democracy and freedom, has expertise in foreign and domestic policy, and has an unrelenting and powerful integrity, then whether or not he or she is a Christian is of little significance. Listen, religious zeal may not be the best criteria for serving the republic.
ABWM Salad Luncheon

The American Baptist Women’s Ministries will host a Salad Luncheon on Wednesday, October 4, beginning at 12 noon at First Baptist. Each circle member is asked to bring a salad to serve 12 people. Please bring a friend and join us for good food and fellowship.

Crop Walk

Saturday, October 7, 9:30 AM

Island Park, Downtown Dayton

The CROP Walk is the largest fund raising event of Church World Service, an international aid ministry made up of 35 member denominations. Twenty-five percent of funds that are raised in the CROP Walk are designated to the Food Bank of Dayton, helping our Miami Valley friends and neighbors. The remainder of funds support self-help development programs in over 80 countries around the world. The FBC walking team will make its debut! Mary K. Lee is the team leader.
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A Fall Golf Outing is planned for Sunday, October 8, starting at 1:30 PM at Larch Tree in Trotwood. If you are interested in participating, please contact Ron Petry at 236-8209 or Torrey Thrash at 278-7488 as soon as possible.


Dr. Kennedy’s Class

Examining the Church

Dr. Kennedy’s first class focused on what it means to be a church and more specifically, what it means to be a Baptist church. In the weeks ahead we will critically evaluate the church and we will especially do so in the context of First Baptist Church. There are important questions to consider and our dialogue together will be crucial. You may join the class at any time. We will meet on Tuesday evenings at 6:45 three times/month. We will not meet on the 3rd Tuesday. Please give serious consideration to joining this discussion either online or live and in person. Dr. Kennedy will list questions for consideration each week in emails and you are asked to send in your responses.

Personal Computer Help

The information age has provided us all with options never before known. The personal computer, as a tool, allows us access to online shopping, banking, news, sports, weather, church news and myriads more. But like all tools, computers need some care and feeding. If you have a computer that needs some attention, you may contact Ed Wingham for a free consultation. This is a “mission” service of sorts and one which may attract other FBC technicians if the demand dictates. You may contact Ed Wingham by email at ewingham@woh.rr.com or by phone at 667-8660. Thanks and happy computing.

LEAD Action

Monday, October 16, 6:30 PM

Our Lady of Mercy
220 Siebenthaler Ave.

(2 blocks W of North Main)

Public officials will be invited to support

LEAD ACTION requests.

Reception for New Members

We will have a reception for our new members after service on Sunday, October 1.

90th Birthday Reception

Molly and Jerry Beam invite the congregation to Libby Hornbeck’s 90th birthday reception to be held on Sunday, October 8, after service in the Assembly Room.

Upcoming Church Meetings

Oct. 4:
Executive Council, 6:30 PM

Oct. 7:
Worship, Music & Arts, 9:30 AM

Oct. 11:
All Boards, 6:00 PM (Trustees Host)

BOO!

Fun, food, games, and more fun—that’s the 2006 Halloween Party on Sunday, October 29 at noon in the dining room. Kids of all ages are welcome to this hauntingly good time and costumes are encouraged. A light lunch will be provided so reservations to the church office are requested.

The next time you’re at the church, please check out Tonya Everhart’s art work on display in the Assembly Room.
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