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2007 Stewardship

Campaign Begins

10?  You've seen the signs and wondered what in the world "10" meant. The 2007 FBC Dayton Stewardship Campaign Theme is "10."
We are asking you to make an important giving decision for 2007 and it has to do with choosing a variation on the theme of "10."

Option 1: Choose to give 10% of your income to the church in 2007.
Option 2: Choose to increase your pledge by 10%.
Option 3: Choose to give 10 extra dollars each week during 2007.
Why should you give additional financial support to FBC? Let's consider some of the reasons:

1. Our church is blessed by the ministry of our college interns. Their gifts and graces, added to those of our sanctuary choir, bless us every Sunday. Over the next three years, we would like to make the Choir Intern Program a permanent part of our budget. Your pledge increase will help make that possible.
2. As a growing congregation, we are aware of how much we need to reach and minister to young families with children and adults. The future of FBC depends upon our willingness to make every possible effort to support young people. Your contributions will make it possible for us to call a full time Associate Pastor for Children and Youth. "We have a window of opportunity," says Dr. Kennedy, "to really take FBC to the next level. This new position is vital to our efforts to sustain our momentum and our growth."
3. There are so many local missions in Dayton that need and deserve our support. Your increased pledge will enable us to fulfill our calling and maintain our excellent tradition of being one of the leading churches in ABC Ohio for causes of social justice.
4. FBC has so much to offer our region. We need to get the word around the valley. Your pledge will help our active and effective Growth Committee spread the word about FBC.

5. Children's choir, children's bell choir, and children's ministries. We have a growing Christian Education program for children. "I had 8 children in my baptism class," reports Dr. Kennedy. "This means so much to FBC." Your increased pledge will go to build our ability to help children and youth.
6. FBC Dayton offers such a magnificent structure for worship. The Trustees Board faithfully maintains the building, but the costs of doing so grow each year. Your increased pledge will help us continue the improvements that we have made over the last eighteen months.
7. Worship at FBC! "Every Sunday at FBC is thrilling," says Dr. Kennedy. "After all, we go to overtime." The Worship, Music, and Arts Committee makes possible a diverse array of worship opportunities. Your pledge enables us to provide the most powerful, the most moving, and the most uplifting worship.
8. Special Programs and Fellowship Events! We have a number of events during the year that allow us time for fun and fellowship. The Board of Deacons does a tremendous job of planning, promoting, and hosting those events. From our annual picnic to our Jazz Worship and Brunch, FBC offers something for everyone.
9. New members! Have you noticed how many new folks there are at FBC every Sunday? First Baptist Church is alive and exciting and growing! You can do so much to help maintain that momentum by choosing to be a tither!
10. Making a difference in downtown Dayton! FBC is a vital part of downtown. As we continue to grow, we will be able to do more and more to help build positive momentum and make a positive difference in downtown. Your support is essential.

Choose to make the most difference you've ever made in your giving.

Step up and sign your pledge card with a commitment to be a tither. Join the increasing number of FBC givers who want to make all the difference in the world. We have the best opportunity that we've had in the last thirty years to have a powerful witness in the region. “As St. Paul put it, ‘I beg you,’ to support all the ministries and missions of our church in 2007. This is the year that can make all the difference in the world. Your prayerful choice to make a sacrifice, to rearrange your priorities, and to give cheerfully, will help FBC so much,” says our Lead Pastor, Dr. Kennedy.
Lock-In Update

By Mark Craig

On September 23rd & 24th the church building was invaded by 23 high-energy youth for our BYF Extravaganza. It seems that everyone survived, and had fun in the process. From games like Truth or Dare to Fear Factor to Marshmallow Shootout (sorry about the carpet) to Sardines, as well as many others, it was an all night bonanza of high-energy activity. We did happen to get them to slow down for a few minutes to participate in a devotion focusing on the history of First Baptist Church and reflecting on our place in the present and the future as a faith community, but then it was back to food and games. We enjoyed 3-inch thick pizza and had cake and ice cream as we celebrated a couple of birthdays. The next morning we topped off our buffet with several dozen doughnuts fresh baked from Krispy Kreme. You may have noticed that there were several who were worshipping with their eyes closed that Sunday morning. Some of us then continued the weekend by enjoying an exciting game of Cincinnati Reds baseball.


A huge thanks goes out to several people including Stephanie Stripe who did most of the planning and coordination to make the weekend come together, in addition to Tom Stripe who helped assemble marshmallow guns, make tee-shirts for the kids, and design flyers for the event. Thanks also to Shannon Owens and Kyle Brown who agreed to chaperone overnight. We are also indebted to Jill-Ann Bryant and Michelle Powell for helping during the early evening hours. Thank you to the parents who were willing to get their kids there, and to the youth who were willing to come and bring their friends with them. Finally, thank you to Gary Reed for saving our hind ends by getting the upstairs carpet cleaned for us after everything was finished. Stephanie and I are forever in his debt, at least for a while anyway.
2006 Pledge Status
As of the end of September 2006, pledge giving is about $25,000 behind budget. “Contributor Statements” mailed recently reflect giving through the third quarter. Timely pledges enable FBC to maintain an adequate cash balance to satisfy outstanding bills. Please review your pledge and forward any questions to the financial secretary Linda Mullins.  –Gary Reed, Treasurer
LEAD Action Assembly
Monday, October 16 – 6:15 PM Registration

Our Lady of Mercy, 220 W. Siebenthaler

(Main St., W on Siebenthaler 2 blocks)

LEAD’s sixteen faith groups combine to work for a better City of Dayton. Your presence and help are needed toward quality education, youth-off-the-streets, and improved housing stock. Please support this FBC urban mission by coming.

Deborah Circle Outing

Deborah Circle is planning a shopping and lunch trip to Waynesville on Saturday, October 21. We will be meeting for lunch at 11:30 at the Cobblestone Village in Waynesville. If there are some who would like to meet at the church and carpool, we can meet there at 10:00. If you are planning to attend, please contact Linda Thomson at 236-7173 or email Linda.Thomson@udayton.edu so that reservations can be made.

Rev. Dr. James Cone
Oct. 28-29 at FBC

Two-part presentation:  The Challenge of Race
Saturday, October 28, 2006

1:00 – 4:45 PM at First Baptist Church

Please RSVP to Cross Creek Church (434-4580), or
College Hill Church (278-4203), or FBC (222-4691)

Sunday, October 29, 2006 – 10:30 AM

Dr. Cone will deliver the sermon

at a joint worship service at FBC.

Jazz musician Khalid Moss will offer special music.

Halloween Party on Oct. 22

Fun, food, games and more fun! That’s the 2006 Halloween Party on Sunday, October 22 at noon in the dining room. Kids of all ages are welcome to this hauntingly good time and costumes are encouraged. A light lunch will be provided. Don’t forget – PLEASE RSVP on the green card on Sunday or call the office at 222-4691.

FILM NIGHT!

Saturday, November 11 – 6:30 PM

“Second Chance”

(a film about church & ministry in the urban center)

You are invited to join the Mission Board for a movie night and fellowship, and to discuss the beauty of the game of working together. Bring snacks to share and join us for film night.  Feel free to ask friends and neighbors to join us!





















