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Retired Ministers and

Missionaries Offering

December 2006

Remember with LOVE

Give with GRATITUDE


The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering is a people-to-people offering. Our gifts go to retired ABC ministers and missionaries or their widowed spouses. Fifty-seven percent of the offering is distributed in the form of ABC Thank You checks to over 3,000 recipients; 43% is made available to those with emergency or other significant financial needs.


Our gifts to the RMMO are a tangible way to express our love and gratitude to “those who spoke the word of God to us” and live lives worthy of imitation.


Please add this marvelous array of God’s faithful stewards to your Christmas list and make a generous donation to the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering during the month of December.

“Remember your leaders,
those who spoke the word of God to you;

Consider the outcome of their way of life,
and imitate their faith.”

--Hebrews 13.7 (NRSV)

Advent and Christmas

Schedule
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Dec. 3 
First Sunday of Advent

10:00a – Pre-Prelude Advent Music


10:30a – Worship & Children’s Christmas Musical


5:00p – Hanging of the Greens

Dec. 6
Advent Wednesday Worship at First Baptist


6:00p Soup Supper; 7:00p Worship

Dec. 10
Second Sunday of Advent

10:00a – Pre-Prelude Advent Music


10:30a – Worship & Handel’s Messiah
Dec. 13
Advent Wednesday Worship at St. John UCC


6:00p Soup Supper; 7:00p Worship

Dec. 15
Koinonia Christmas Party at the Bogan’s, 7:00p
Dec. 17
Third Sunday of Advent

10:00a – Pre-Prelude Advent Music


10:30a – Worship


5:00p – Las Posadas Service & Meal at FBC

Dec. 20
Advent Wednesday Worship at St. Paul Lutheran


6:00p Soup Supper; 7:00p Worship

Dec. 21
Open House at Rod & Johnelle’s, 6:00-9:00p
Dec. 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent

10:00a – Pre-Prelude Advent Music


10:30a – Worship

Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Worship

6:00p Prelude; 6:30p Worship

Christian Education Opportunities

Normally the Christian Education fall quarter runs from September to the end of November. This year, as we did last year, we will be extending the ADULT fall classes until Sunday, Dec. 17th. There will be no Sunday School or adult classes on Dec. 24th or 31st. The Winter Quarter will begin on Sunday, Jan. 7th. The fall Sunday School term for the children and youth will end on Nov. 26th and the Winter term will begin on Dec. 3rd. There will be NO classes for the youth and children on Dec. 17th and 24th.

Hanging of the Greens

Please join us for our annual Hanging of the Greens this Sunday, Dec. 3rd beginning at 5:00 with craft time and tree decorating in the Assembly Room, followed by a potluck dinner at 6:00, and a short program at 7:00 in the sanctuary. Drinks and tableware will be provided; however, we ask that you please bring the following: Last names A–L: ENTRÉE; M–S: SALAD; T–Z: DESSERT. Please RSVP by email to fbc@fbcdayton.org or call 222-4691.

Christmas Tea

The American Baptist Women’s Ministries (ABWM) CHRISTMAS TEA will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 1:00 PM in the Assembly Room of First Baptist Church. Each Circle member is asked to provide two dozen cookies for this event. Love Gift money is to be turned in at this time. Please bring a friend and join us as we begin the holiday season!

Backpack Project

The Other Place (TOP) is Dayton and the Miami Valley's only daytime homeless shelter and premier provider of social services to those that are at risk of becoming homeless, are currently homeless, and to those who have recently been homeless. Over 125 people utilize this emergency shelter each day. During the Holiday Season individuals, families, churches, schools, fraternities and local businesses assemble new backpacks filled with needed items. Backpacks will be distributed by The Other Place to clients at their holiday party. Backpacks should include shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush, shaving cream, razors, gloves, sweatshirt, warm hat, scarf, winter socks, t-shirts, underwear, thermals, blanket, rain poncho, umbrella, nail clippers, brush/comb, and calendar/planner.  Deadline is December 15th.

Lost and Not Found

Several weeks ago one of our members left a black leather jacket hanging on the wall near the Parlor. After the worship service the jacket was gone. As valuable as the jacket was, the keys and BlackBerry phone in the pocket were more valuable. If you inadvertently picked up the jacket thinking it was yours, please return it to the office. On the other hand, if you have any information about the jacket, please call 222-4691.


I believe that William Shakespeare might say, “To applaud or not to applaud, that is the question.”  Many times during the Sunday service we will applaud the children when they have done something outstanding.  Occasionally the choir will earn that honor.  For many of us, however, the Sunday service is for worship and not for performance.  Our appreciation is for God during prayer.


On Sunday December 10, 2006 we will pray, read scripture, sing hymns and listen to the sermon.  For the second half of the service, the Chancel Choir, soloists and orchestra will present Christmas selections from the Messiah of George Fredrick Handel in a concert setting. At the conclusion of the Hallelujah Chorus comes the decision to applaud or not to applaud. That is the question!

News from the Deacon Board


The Deacon Board has voted to purchase an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) for the church.  The cost of the AED will be approximately $2,000 with some added costs for training to be given to interested persons of the church congregation and staff. The Board is seeking contributions from the congregation to help cover the cost of the AED. If you would like to contribute, please call 222-4691. Monetary contributions should be sent to the church and specifically identified as a contribution for the purchase of the AED. If you have questions, please contact David Taylor or Greg Merkle.


The Deacon Fellowship Fund provides limited anonymous emergency assistance to members of the congregation and on a referral basis to persons in the community. To contribute to the Fund please use the Communion Envelope located in the back of the sanctuary pews or the Communion envelopes within your Offering envelope box. If you have questions, please contact Bobbie Gouge, Greg Merkle or Gary Reed.


Donations are always welcome to help defray the cost of the donut holes shared during fellowship time after church services.  Any amount is welcome!

A Visit to Pearl Harbor

Frank Ruby has been a regular attendee of our church services for several months. Frank is a Pearl Harbor survivor. He was in the Navy and stationed at the sub base on the island of Oahu on December 7, 1941. Frank has not been back to Hawaii since. For the 65th anniversary of Pearl Harbor, Frank is going back and will participate in ceremonies and events. He is taking with him his son, daughter and son-in-law.  FBC wishes Frank and his family an enjoyable trip and celebration, and sincerely thanks him for his service to his country.

Congregational Meeting Dec. 3rd
A Congregational Meeting will be held after service on Dec. 3rd. This is mandated by the constitution to elect new members of boards/committees. Your presence is important!

Poinsettias for Advent

Please contact Linda Blair at the church office (222-4691) if you wish to contribute toward our beautiful display of poinsettias during Advent/Christmas in memory of loved ones or to honor special people. We need your order to help meet our quota! Gifts of $20 will underwrite the cost of the plants. Please place your order by Wednesday, Dec. 6.












FROM THE LOFT


By Ray Landis, Music Director











