Can You Speak Parsleytongue?
Dr. Rodney W. Kennedy

Rodney Parsley has at least one opponent in his outrageous campaign to destroy the First Amendment.  That would be me.  In case you aren’t following the efforts of Mr. Parsley and Mr. Johnson, the two are determined to tear down the “imaginary” wall of separation between church and state.  I fail to understand why an “imaginary” wall needs to fall, but in the fantasy world of Parsleytongue, there’s no limit to the weirdness.
The federal government asks Mr. Parsley to abide by federal tax laws and not turn his church into the Republican Party at prayer.  Mr. Parsley, using his government-protected freedom of speech, rails at the government: "I would like to know who the federal government thinks they are to tell me where I can and where I cannot declare that which God Almighty has spoken with me and my spirit," he says. "I will say it on the street corner and I will not set my citizenship at the door of the church!"
I would be first in line to defend Mr. Parsley’s right to speak his mind.  No one in America is campaigning to eliminate free speech, unless it is Mr. Parsley.  His claim that God speaks to him about First Amendment issues begs the question of whether or not Mr. Parsley is merely talking to himself.  If God is speaking to him, then God is giving an entirely different message to thousands of other preachers across the land.
In addition to destroying the separation of church and state, Parsley wants a godly presence in government.  Translation: Parsley is a theocrat.  Under his imagined theocracy, freedom of speech will be restricted to “godly” men.
There is no reason in the world that Mr. Parsley can’t rant and rave about all the perceived evils of our culture.  His anger has no limits and neither does his freedom of speech.
He is wrong to pretend that the founding faith of our nation has been driven from the marketplace of ideas; and he is wrong to insist that Christianity has been driven from the public square.  Our founding faith included an array of Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Baptists, Deists, Unitarians, and atheists.  The founding fathers were not establishing a theocracy; they were determined to prevent one.
This whole dog and pony show is a charade to pump up the faithful.  Christianity has never received more of a public hearing.  Churches are everywhere.  Television carries enough religious programming to cure the worst insomniac.
Why would anyone want to stop Mr. Parsley from preaching in the public square?  He is more entertaining than professional wrestling.  His protests, however, are unfounded demagoguery.
The First Amendment separates the church from the state.  How hard is that to understand?  Thomas Jefferson, one of those founding fathers, coined the phrase, “the wall of separation.”  That wall can’t be high enough or strong enough for those of us committed to liberty and the protection of the rights of all Americans.  By the way, this is the wall Mr. Parsley claims not to recognize.
One thing seems sure: If the huffing and puffing of Parsley hot air can bring down the wall of separation of church and state in this country, we all will be diminished, especially minority voices.
