A PRAYER OF THANKS FOR
OHIO’S SCHOOL BOARD

Rodney W. Kennedy

The front page headline in Wednesday’s Dayton Daily News warmed my heart and increased my faith.  Perhaps we are seeing the beginning of the disentangling of religious truth claims from the public schools.  As a Christian and as a Baptist preacher, I am thrilled with the decision of the school board.  Ohio, of all places, the incubator of invention, science, and technology doesn’t need to put fundamentalist Christian teachings into the curriculum.  This is 2006 not 1920.  Our country faces an outbreak of fundamentalism every eighty years or so.  Each time this strident, uncompromising, divisive, and destructive movement thrives for awhile and then gets sent packing back to its primordial cave.  People can only tolerate so much religion that is totally lacking in a sense of humor.
So thank God for the Ohio school board’s vote for intelligent science.  Creation science, an oxymoron in every sense of the word, has no business in a public school science class.  Sunday School classes and Christian pulpits are the proper venue for theology, metaphysics, teleology, and cosmology.  Why are people so concerned about the origin of the universe when the possibility that we may blow the future to nuclear ash increases with each new religious fundamentalist that gives up on the idea of peace and endorses violence as our only recourse?  Any extrovert with a loud mouth and a religious bent can get a license to preach.  Producing scientists takes twenty-five years of hard work, study, and commitment.  As we face a complex and uncertain future, we are going to need all the science and young scientists we can find in America.
For over a century, many Christians have accepted both the teachings of science and the teaching of our faith.  Christians are not required to accept the “our way or the highway” strictures of fundamentalists.  You can be a person of faith and a scientist.  You can pray and do physics.  You can meditate and work math equations.  Creation expresses our theological conclusion and evolution explains how creation came into being.  In other words, I believe in evolutionary creation.  A patient God, with nothing but time on God’s hands, took billions of years to create the universe.
That makes a lot more sense than getting up each morning and believing six impossible things such as a literal six-day creation, a talking serpent representing Satan, a young earth of 12,000 years, an actual person named Adam, the existence of a historical Garden of Eden, and a pair of angels guarding the entrance to the garden.  Everything in Genesis 1 is true, but it didn’t literally happen.
Christian teaching about the creation of the universe varies from died-in-the-wool literalists who insist on reading the poetry of Genesis 1 as actual history and the creation as an actual six-day event to theologians that believe God is part of the created universe.  Since the Hebrew poet wasn’t present at the dawn of creation, it shouldn’t be that hard to realize that he is presenting theological and metaphorical truth in a praise poem to the goodness and grandeur of God.  “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”

With all the voices that are crying, “We must go back,” please accept this one voice as a cry into the darkness, “Forward into the future for the sake of our children and our grandchildren.”  There’s every reason for us to be allies in the search for truth.  Keep creationism and intelligent design in the churches that believe that sort of literalism.  Keep responsible science in our classrooms as we encourage our children to do well in science.  Thoughtful Christianity has nothing to fear from responsible science.
I offer a prayer of thanksgiving to the courageous members of the Ohio school board.  May your tribe increase.
