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Rising from the ashes like the phoenix, an old American religious movement threatens our freedom.  They came once before in the early 1900’s.  Fortunately, Americans sent them packing.  This time, though, with new marketing skills and better packaging, they’ve managed to move into the center of political power.  These Christians are running roughshod over everyone with their pretentious and unsubstantiated certainties.  They threaten religious liberty and personal liberty in the name of “Patriot Pastors.”  How odd is that?  Do not be deceived: the new Fundamentalists are not in the best interests of America.  I call them “Fooldamentalists.”
They have entire cadres of people dedicated to creating a theocracy in America.  Today in Ohio they are busy fooling people into believing that a suffocating moralism is what we most need to spur the economy and improve education and provide health care for everyone.  Of course it doesn’t make sense, but it leads to votes and votes lead to power.  Some of their Ohio leaders are spreading barnyard material that the wall of church/state separation needs to be destroyed.  How preachers attempting to undermine the First Amendment (remember freedom of speech, freedom of religion) have the gall to call themselves “Patriot Pastors” boggles the imagination.  

They claim to only have a few issues, but as they continue to gain power, they will assert their insidious legalism into every aspect of American life.  Having no sense of boundaries, they will erode personal liberties to the point that Prohibition will look like it was a Sunday School picnic.  They will create a religiously scrupulous nation built on external rules of Pharisees.  They will produce a myopic minutia of legislation that will make the laws of Afghanistan look like they were passed by Boy Scouts.  They will undermine science education with their anti-scientific “creationism.”
If you are prepared to trust your children’s future to these Fooldamentalists, here’s what that future will look like: America will no longer be a democracy but a theocracy (like Iran).  It will be ruled not by a Constitution but by a legalistic reading of Old Testament law.  The separation of church and state will end.  Religious laws will take away freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and freedom of dissent.  A harsh, cold legalism, one hundred times worse than the worst excesses of the Puritans will cast a grey pallor across the land of liberty.  The right to privacy will no longer exist.
Of course their leaders will smile and deny the theocratic notions and the takeover strategy.  Don’t be fooled by the first rule of politics: “Deny, deny, deny.”  America welcomes all opinions and we don’t need zealous Christians telling us how to think, how to work, how to behave, what to watch on television, how to raise our children, or conduct our sexual lives.
These Christians are dead serious and they are intent on taking over this country and turning it into a moralizing, legalistic version of The Stepford Wives.  That can only happen if our apathy continues unabated and the millions of people in this country who have nothing in common with these narrow-minded zealots continue to sit at home on every election day and refuse to vote.
Regardless of the cost, someone has to say it again and again: Fooldamentalism is false, dangerous, and unbiblical.  Americans rejected Fooldamentalism in the 1920’s and if we are still as intelligent and tolerant and open-minded as I believe we are, we  can help them remember that we live in a country where a person has the right to hold any opinions he or she is sincerely convinced of, including those of Fooldamentalism.  Otherwise the foolishness will be ours.
