RUNNING FOR GOVERNOR

Rodney W. Kennedy

Calling all preachers: The Ohio governor’s race shapes up as a preaching contest.  I can’t imagine having a preaching contest and not inviting any actual preachers.  Well, if religion will be the main subject and preaching will be the rhetorical strategy; I hereby announce my candidacy for governor of the great state of Ohio.
I’ve had enough posturing by self-proclaimed preachers to last me for eternity.  While candidates fall over themselves to protect Ohio from gay marriage and gay parents adopting children, is anyone minding the store?  Remember the economy: jobs, employment, health care, and education?  Elton Trueblood, Quaker scholar and saint, reminds us that all economic issues are moral issues.  Shouldn’t our governor be a visionary for the future – a future that will include science, technology, innovation, new paradigms, diversity, and the challenge of serious competition from around the world?  If a candidate wants to dress up like Paul Revere, get a horse from the “barnyard,” and run around Ohio shouting, “The gays are coming, the gays are coming,” then let him do it.
But don’t call that Christian preaching.  That’s fear-mongering and religious-baiting at its worst.  Please tell me that we will not elect a governor known more for what he’s against than what he affirms.  We don’t need a governor bathed in innocence; we need a governor with the integrity to lead us forward.  We don’t need a governor with half-baked theology; we need a governor with political savvy and toughness.
Here are some first steps we can take: Replace the “gay” fear platform with a platform that deals with our money.  Start with “Thou shalt not steal.”  Ohio needs to distance itself from bad money management, insider corruption, and the malaise of greed.  If ever there was a time to drive the moneylenders from the temple of the state capital, this election cycle is that time.  The political obsession with sex is a smoke screen for the greed that is actually killing us.  Let’s tell corporations we expect them to be responsive to the market and responsible to their workers for such things as living wages, health benefits, and retirement benefits for loyal workers.
Then we can go after the systemic issues in our state: racism, poverty, ignorance, and homelessness.  If Ohio doesn’t take care of the “least of these,” our destination will be the bottom of the heap among the fifty states.  We will be keeping company with Louisiana and Mississippi.  “O how the mighty will have fallen.”
That alone is reason enough to stop listening to the preaching of Southern ideas of fundamentalism.  As a “son of the South,” I know there is much to commend the evangelical message, but the fundamentalism that is so narrow and constricted is not part of that message.  The people of Ohio helped win one great battle to keep southern ideas from destroying the republic.  Well, they are back, not with muskets and Rebel yells, but with their big black Bibles and their narrow-minded moralism, and this time they are determined to dominate Ohio for decades to come.  These preachers are preaching an out-dated relic from early twentieth century fundamentalism.  It wasn’t good for America then and it’s worse for us now.
Most of all, if the governor’s race is going to be about religion, then let’s make sure it has authentic religious concerns in the mix.  Let’s invite the prophet Amos to our political rallies: “I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.” Then let’s invite Jesus: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”  “I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink.  I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.”
Let the preaching contest begin!  Come on gubernatorial candidates.  Show me something more than the microscopic pettiness you are presently pedaling, because you don’t have much.  I need you to tell me how you are going to stop Ohio children from going to bed hungry, how you are going to create new jobs, how you are going to provide health care for everybody, and how you are going to position Ohio for the mega competition we are facing in the techno-communication age.  I recommend that you go get your Bible and read it – all of it, from Genesis to Revelation.  Fall in love with the gigantic affirmations you find there.  Auction off your lust for power and telling people how to run their lives.  Unless there’s at least one candidate willing to do these things, then, yes, I am running for governor.  I never met a “preaching contest” I could resist.
